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Abstract.

The current study aimed to explore relationship nature between Saudi and
American sign languages by comparing the phonetic characteristics of a sample
of sign vocabulary using the lexical statistics method according to the Swadesh
list. The study took a quantitative approach , using content analysis as a descriptive
design. The study sample consisted of (200) sign vocabulary words of the Saudi
sign language (SSL), and American sign language (ASL). These vocabulary
words were collected based on the modified Swadesh list of sign languages
(Woodward, 2000). It was extracted from two printed sources, one of which
is the Saudi Sign Language Dictionary approved by ( the Saudi Society of
Hearing Impairment, 2018), and the other is the Gallaudet Dictionary of
American Sign Language (Hills et al., 2021). The researchers used a linguistic
content analysis tool prepared by them to analyze the phonetic characteristics.
To analyze the data, descriptive statistics (frequencies and percentages) were
employed, and the Chi-square test was used to verify the relationship between
(ASL/SSL) in vocal characteristics. The results of the chi-square test showed
that there was a statistically significant difference in phonetic characteristics
between Saudi and American sign languages. This implies that the two languages
do not belong to the same language family; due to their geographical nature; to
their presence in two geographical dimensions that are quite far away from each
other. As a result, there is no linguistic, cultural, or social connection between
Deat sign language in both countries based on what was observed in this study.

KCYWOI”dS: phonetic characteristics, Saudi Sign Language , American Sign Language.
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