Ll 3o il il e (B maiall oz haall Gl <l JLEAY aa pe Jlma 2L

181

Algahtani, S. (2024). Norm-Referenced Assessment of Early Reading Literacy Skills to
Evaluate and Identify Students with Reading Disabilities, Journal of Educational
Science, 11(2), 181 - 206. 10.54643/1951-011-002-006

Norm-Referenced Assessment of Early Reading Literacy Skills to
Evaluate and Identify Students with Reading Disabilities

Dr. Saeed S. Alqahtani
Associate professor - College of Education - Department of special education
Prince Sattam bin Abdulaziz University

saeed.alqahtani@psau.edu.sa

Abstract.

Teachers face difticulty in determining students reading performance,
often relying on subjective methods, such as personal judgment. Therefore,
it 1s crucial to establish accurate, objective, and standardized assessment
methods that teachers can use to evaluate students reading performance and
identify those at risk of developing reading difficulties. This study aims to
develop a norm-referenced standard to assess students basic reading skills
(early literacy skills) , including letter fluency, letter naming, phonological
awareness, and word reading. A longitudinal study was conducted, testing
a total of 448 first and second-grade students in four basic reading skills three
times during the school year (at the end of the first semester, the second
semester, and the third semester). The results were analyzed to establish a
norm-referenced standard, divided into four percentile categories (90%),
75%, 50%, 25%) , indicating difterent levels of student reading proficiency.
Students scoring below the 25th percentile can be considered as having
learning disabilities or severe reading skill deficits. This measure achieves
three main objectives used for making important educational decisions:
determining reading levels, identifying students with learning disabilities,
and monitoring student performance as they progress or join individualized
educational programs..

Keywords: curriculum-based measurement, norm-referenced, early
literacy skills, learning disabilities
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