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Abstract.

The current study aimed to identify the most effective strategies in
developing the reading comprehension skill of fourth-grade students in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the United States and Singapore, using the data
of Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS). The study
focused on the practices and applications carried out by the teacher to
improve students’ reading skills to understand and explain part of the disparity
between teachers to reveal the most eftective approaches in developing
students’ reading comprehension. The teacher’s questionnaire in the PIRLS
2011 included a measure of the percentage of time the teacher takes to teach
reading through strategies based on reading (such as silent reading or aloud
reading), on writing (such as writing a summary), grammar (such as
extracting verbs and pronouns from the text) or speaking (such as having
students discuss the text). And by using multilevel analysis, the results
showed that Saudi teachers spend less time than their peers in the United
States and Singapore in using written strategies when teaching reading, and
the results showed a statistically significant eftect of the written approach on
studentachievementin the United States. In the United States and Singapore ,
the more time the teacher devotes to writing, the higher average score of the
class in the test, with the rest of the variables held constant.
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