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Abstract

Objectives: This article aims to explore the key features of Islamic educational thought through the model of
Imam Al-Ghazali, highlighting his comprehensive vision of education as a process of moral and spiritual refi-
nement. It seeks to clarify the ethical, spiritual, and intellectual aims of education in his thought, as well as the
tools and methods he proposed within his broader reform project.

Problem: What is the place of education in Al-Ghazali’s intellectual project? Can his educational vision be
considered a comprehensive Islamic model that integrates knowledge and ethics, reason and revelation? And
how did Al-Ghazali embody the interconnection between moral, spiritual, and epistemological dimensions in
his educational theory? These questions guide a critical and analytical exploration of Islamic educational phi-
losophy from within.

Methods: The article adopts a critical-analytical method, combining the study of Al-Ghazali’s original texts—

such as Zhya’ ‘Ulum al-Din and Mizan al-‘Amal—with conceptual and educational analysis. It contextualizes
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Al-Ghazali’s thought within its historical and social background while extracting a coherent pedagogical fra-
mework grounded in Islamic values and relevant to contemporary settings.

Conclusion: The study concludes that Al-Ghazali did not separate knowledge from practice and saw education
as a reformative endeavor that connects behavior with knowledge. His vision centers on self-purification, in-
tellectual refinement, and the pursuit of eternal happiness. Thus, his thought lays the foundation for a holistic
Islamic philosophy of education that transcends rote learning toward the formation of character.

Keywords: Al-Ghazali- Education- Ethics- Self-purification- Eternal happiness
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