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The Communicative Approach and Teaching Arabic as a Second Language
Toward an Optimal Model

Hafida Nahraoui

Abstract

Often, if not most of the time, learners face numerous challenges while learning a second
language in general, and Arabic in particular, that hinder their educational progress. These
challenges weaken their communication skills, pushing them into a cycle of academic failure and
declining performance. Throughout their language-learning journey, they encounter various
obstacles, especially when attempting to speak Arabic in the classroom. This often forces them to
resort to another language they are proficient in to avoid the difficulty of weak communication.
This communication weakness is closely tied to the method by which the language was taught,

and the approaches used in language teaching in general, and Arabic in particular.

Among the modern approaches that have recently garnered significant attention from
researchers and educational experts is the communicative approach to teaching second

languages, which has proven to be effective in teaching any second language.

In this research paper, we aim to shed light on the communicative approach and its
effectiveness in teaching and learning Arabic as a second language. We will also explain the roles
of both the teacher and the learner, the structure of the curriculum according to this approach,

and the proposed activities to develop the learner’s language skills.

Keywords: Communicative approach - Second |anguage - Arabic |anguage - Learner - Teacher -

Curriculum - Activities.
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