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"Is Media Literacy In Morocco Leading The Next Communication Revolution?  

A Comparative Study" 

 

Meriem  Elmassouab1 

Abstract 

This study investigates the potential of media literacy in Morocco to drive the next 

communication revolution, focusing on the intersection of local strengths and global 

insights. It explores the historical evolution of media literacy in Morocco, from grassroots 

initiatives to structured programs, addressing its integration challenges within diverse 

cultural and linguistic contexts. By analyzing global models, including Scandinavian 

participatory frameworks, Canadian digital literacy innovations, and South Korean 

technological advancements, the study highlights strategies for aligning these approaches 

with Morocco’s specific needs. 

Key findings emphasize the transformative power of media literacy in enhancing critical 

thinking, fostering ethical engagement, and bridging the digital divide, particularly in rural 

areas. The study advocates for a comprehensive framework that combines participatory 

pedagogy, multilingual strategies, and international collaborations to ensure inclusivity and 

effectiveness. Recommendations call for investments in infrastructure, educator training, 

and policy reforms to position Morocco as a regional leader in media literacy and 

communication development. 

Keywords: Media Literacy, Morocco, Communication Revolution, Participatory Pedagogy, 

Digital Literacy, Multilingual Education, Global Models. 
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Résumé 

Cette étude examine le potentiel de l’éducation aux médias au Maroc pour conduire la prochaine 

révolution communicationnelle, en mettant l'accent sur la synergie entre les atouts locaux et les 

perspectives globales. Elle explore l'évolution historique de l’éducation aux médias au Maroc, 

passant des initiatives communautaires aux programmes structurés, tout en abordant les défis 

d’intégration dans des contextes culturels et linguistiques diversifiés. En analysant les modèles 

mondiaux, y compris les cadres participatifs scandinaves, les innovations en littératie numérique 

canadienne et les avancées technologiques sud-coréennes, l’étude met en lumière des stratégies 

adaptées aux besoins spécifiques du Maroc. 

Les résultats soulignent le pouvoir transformateur de l’éducation aux médias pour renforcer la 

pensée critique, promouvoir un engagement éthique et réduire la fracture numérique, 

notamment dans les zones rurales. L'étude recommande un cadre global combinant pédagogie 

participative, stratégies multilingues et collaborations internationales pour garantir l’inclusivité et 

l’efficacité. Les recommandations incluent des investissements dans les infrastructures, la 

formation des éducateurs et des réformes politiques pour positionner le Maroc comme un leader 

régional dans l’éducation aux médias et le développement de la communication. 

Mots-clés : Éducation aux Médias, Maroc, Révolution Communicationnelle, Pédagogie 

Participative, Littératie Numérique, Éducation Multilingue, Modèles Mondiaux. 
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 الإعلامية في المغرب ثورة الاتصالات القادمة؟ دراسة مقارنةهل تقود الثقافة 

 مريم المصواب1

 ملخص 

تتناول هذه الدراسة إمكانيات التربية على وسائل الإعلام في المغرب لقيادة الثورة الاتصالية القادمة، مع 

بين نقاط القوة المحلية والرؤى العالمية. تستعرض الدراسة التطور التاريخي للتربية على يز على التفاعل الترك

 إلى البرامج الهيكلية، مع معالجة تحديات دمجها 
ً
وسائل الإعلام في المغرب، بدءًا من المبادرات المجتمعية وصولا

ا في ذلك الأطر التشاركية في الدول ذج العالمية، بمفي سياقات ثقافية ولغوية متنوعة. ومن خلال تحليل النما

الإسكندنافية، والابتكارات الرقمية في كندا، والتقدم التكنولوجي في كوريا الجنوبية، تسلط الدراسة الضوء 

 .على استراتيجيات توافق هذه النماذج مع احتياجات المغرب

التفكير النقدي، تعزيز المشاركة وسائل الإعلام في تعزيز تؤكد النتائج على القوة التحويلية للتربية على 

الأخلاقية، وتقليل الفجوة الرقمية، لا سيما في المناطق الريفية. توص ي الدراسة بوضع إطار شامل يجمع بين 

البيداغوجيا التشاركية، استراتيجيات متعددة اللغات، والشراكات الدولية لضمان الشمولية والفعالية. تشمل 

ة التحتية، تدريب المعلمين، وإصلاح السياسات لوضع المغرب كرائد إقليمي في صيات الاستثمار في البنيالتو 

 .التربية على وسائل الإعلام وتطوير الاتصال

التربية على وسائل الإعلام، المغرب، الثورة الاتصالية، البيداغوجيا التشاركية، الكفاءة : الكلمات المفتاحية

 .لعالميةمتعدد اللغات، النماذج االرقمية، التعليم 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 كلية الآداب والعلوم الإنسانية عين الشق، جامعة الحسن الثاني، الدار البيضاء  طالبة باحثة، 1



 

 

tae Journal For Studies And Research/ 2025مجلة عطاء للدراسات والأبحاث، العدد الحادي عشر، يناير 

ISSN30095034/ N° Press  2020/26ص        confer.atae@gmail.com           

251 

Introduction 

Media literacy in Morocco represents a critical juncture in reshaping communication practices 

amidst the rapid global transformations in media and technology. The significance of this subject 

lies not only in its response to technological advancements but also in its role as a fundamental 

tool for enhancing communicative competence, empowering individuals with critical thinking, 

and contributing to the construction of a more inclusive and democratic society. This study 

highlights the transformative potential of media literacy by addressing the challenges of the 

Moroccan context while drawing from leading global models. 

The historical evolution of this field underscores its progression from the initial emphasis on 

traditional media literacy, such as press, radio, and television, to a broader focus that includes 

digital competencies and critical engagement with misinformation. In Morocco, media literacy 

has gradually evolved from isolated efforts to more structured initiatives, though it continues to 

face multiple challenges linked to infrastructure and cultural policies. 

The central research problem of this study revolves around whether media literacy in Morocco 

can serve as the driving force behind the next communication revolution and how it can draw 

from global best practices to enhance media and communicative competence in a uniquely 

Moroccan context? 

This core question branches into sub-questions about aligning global models with local 

challenges, identifying elements that facilitate this alignment, and exploring mechanisms to 

overcome structural and cultural barriers. 

The study is grounded in several hypotheses, primarily that media literacy in Morocco holds 

significant potential if designed to align with local contexts, and that leveraging global models can 

provide innovative solutions to existing challenges. It further hypothesizes that shifts in the 

Moroccan media landscape could be more impactful by prioritizing inclusivity and addressing 

urban-rural divides. 
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This research employs a comparative methodology to highlight similarities and differences 

between Morocco’s media literacy framework and global models such as those in Scandinavia, 

Canada, and South Korea. It also adopts a functional approach to analyze the practical role of 

media literacy in enhancing communicative competence and addressing cultural and structural 

barriers in Morocco. 

By offering a comprehensive understanding of the transformative possibilities of media literacy 

in Morocco, this study emphasizes the importance of drawing from global expertise while 

tailoring strategies to local specificities, thus promoting media as a tool for fostering 

communicative competence and building a critically engaged society. 

I. Theoretical Framework and Global Experiences in Media Literacy 

1. Theoretical Foundations of Media Literacy in Morocco 

1.1 Media Literacy and Communicative Competence 

Analyzing the theoretical foundations of media literacy in Morocco reveals a multifaceted 

framework that intertwines critical pedagogy, cultural identity, and communicative competence, 

reflecting the country’s unique socio-cultural dynamics and its position in a rapidly globalizing 

media environment. Media literacy in Morocco transcends technical proficiency, aiming to equip 

individuals with the analytical skills required to navigate complex media systems while fostering 

the ability to critically engage with media messages within their socio-political contexts. 

Exploring the concept of communicative competence highlights its centrality in media literacy, 

particularly within the Moroccan context, where linguistic and cultural diversity intersect with 

global media influences. Communicative competence, defined as the ability to construct, 

interpret, and critically evaluate messages across multiple platforms, underpins the theoretical 

frameworks driving media literacy education. Scholars emphasize that media literacy serves as a 

conduit for enhancing critical awareness and participatory engagement, enabling learners to 

decode media narratives and construct counter-narratives that challenge dominant hegemonies, 
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aligning with Morocco’s efforts to bridge traditional and modern communication practices) David 

Buckingham, 2023, p. 84(. 

Addressing the cultural dimensions of media literacy in Morocco underscores the role of identity 

construction in shaping communicative practices, where media literacy functions as both a mirror 

and a mediator of societal values. The functionalist perspective frames media as a tool for 

transmitting cultural norms and values, a framework that resonates strongly within Moroccan 

society, where media literacy initiatives often focus on fostering critical engagement with local 

and global representations of identity) Harold Lasswell, 2022, p. 47(. By equipping learners with 

the skills to analyze media texts through a critical lens, Moroccan media literacy programs aim to 

empower individuals to reclaim agency in a media landscape dominated by external narratives. 

Investigating the linguistic landscape of Morocco further illustrates the integral role of media 

literacy in promoting communicative competence, particularly in a context characterized by 

multilingualism. Arabic, Amazigh, and French coexist within the Moroccan media and educational 

systems, creating both opportunities and challenges for media literacy education. Researchers 

highlight the importance of integrating multilingual approaches into media literacy curricula, 

which not only accommodate the linguistic diversity of Moroccan learners but also foster an 

appreciation for the role of language in shaping media narratives)Laila Chafiq, 2023, p. 63(. 

. This approach aligns with global best practices, demonstrating how localized adaptations can 

enhance the relevance and impact of media literacy education. 

The ethical dimensions of media literacy emerge as a critical component in fostering responsible 

media consumption and production, a priority that has gained increasing urgency in light of the 

proliferation of digital misinformation. By embedding discussions of media ethics into 

educational frameworks, Moroccan media literacy programs seek to cultivate a culture of 

accountability, encouraging learners to critically evaluate the sources and credibility of media 

content. Insights emphasize the necessity of aligning media literacy with broader societal goals, 

such as promoting democratic participation and combating misinformation, highlighting its 

potential as a tool for fostering trust and transparency in media ecosystems) Karim Alami, 2022, 

p. 58(. 
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Aligning theoretical foundations with practical applications remains a persistent challenge, yet it 

also underscores the transformative potential of media literacy in Morocco. Developing a 

coherent framework that bridges academic theorization with field implementation requires an 

emphasis on participatory pedagogies and collaborative learning environments. Freirean 

principles of dialogical education, which advocate for the co-construction of knowledge through 

interactive learning, offer a valuable framework for advancing Moroccan media literacy 

initiatives. By involving learners as active participants in the creation and critique of media, these 

programs not only enhance communicative competence but also foster a sense of agency and 

empowerment, enabling individuals to contribute meaningfully to public discourse)Paulo Freire, 

2023, p. 92(. 

In conclusion, media literacy in Morocco embodies a dynamic interplay between critical 

pedagogy, cultural identity, and communicative competence, reflecting its potential as a 

transformative educational tool. By integrating linguistic diversity, ethical considerations, and 

participatory methodologies, Moroccan media literacy frameworks can serve as a model for 

addressing the challenges of a globalized media environment while fostering inclusivity and 

active citizenship. 

1.2 The Evolution of Media Literacy in Morocco 

The evolution of media literacy in Morocco reflects a dynamic interplay between traditional 

communication paradigms and the transformative potential of digital and globalized media 

environments. Tracing this progression reveals the journey from initial grassroots initiatives to 

more structured efforts aimed at embedding media literacy within formal education, driven by 

the recognition of its importance in fostering critical media engagement and communicative 

competence. The Moroccan experience underscores the challenges and opportunities inherent in 

adapting global practices to a culturally and linguistically diverse society, where traditional norms 

coexist with modern technological advancements. 
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Early developments in Moroccan media literacy were shaped by a reliance on traditional media 

such as radio and print, which were instrumental in disseminating information and fostering 

public awareness, albeit within a limited scope. During this period, media literacy was largely 

confined to community-driven efforts, focusing on promoting basic media awareness and 

addressing pressing societal issues such as illiteracy and public health. These initiatives laid a 

foundational understanding of the role media could play in shaping public discourse, yet they 

lacked institutional support and the theoretical grounding necessary for broader impact) Amina 

Bennani, 2023, p. 42(. 

The introduction of television in Morocco during the mid-20th century marked a significant 

turning point, broadening the scope of media literacy as the public became increasingly exposed 

to global media content. This shift brought to light the need for critical frameworks that could 

enable audiences to engage meaningfully with media messages, particularly as these messages 

began to reflect diverse cultural, political, and economic agendas. Scholars have emphasized the 

importance of this period as a precursor to more comprehensive media literacy programs, noting 

that the growing influence of global media necessitated an adaptive approach that could balance 

the preservation of local cultural identity with critical engagement with external narratives) 

Hicham El Idrissi, 2022, p. 58(. 

As the digital revolution gained momentum in the late 1990s and early 2000s, Morocco witnessed 

an exponential increase in access to digital platforms, which further expanded the scope and 

urgency of media literacy education. This era saw a growing recognition of the potential of media 

literacy to address challenges such as misinformation, digital inequalities, and the need for 

enhanced civic participation. Moroccan policymakers and educators began to explore how media 

literacy could be integrated into formal education systems, emphasizing its role in fostering critical 

thinking and empowering individuals to navigate complex media ecosystems effectively) Karim 

Alami, 2023, p. 67(. 

The linguistic and cultural diversity of Morocco has significantly influenced the development of 

media literacy, presenting both challenges and opportunities. The coexistence of Arabic, Amazigh, 

and French in media and education necessitated the creation of multilingual approaches that 
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could cater to diverse audiences while promoting inclusivity. Research has highlighted how these 

efforts have contributed to a nuanced understanding of the interplay between language and 

media representation, enabling learners to critically analyze how linguistic choices shape 

narratives and influence perceptions. These adaptations reflect the broader challenge of 

balancing global media literacy frameworks with localized needs, ensuring that education 

remains relevant and impactful) Laila Chafiq, 2023, p. 81(. 

Recent advancements in Moroccan media literacy underscore a shift towards integrating ethical 

considerations and participatory pedagogies into curricula, driven by the realization that 

traditional approaches are insufficient in addressing the complexities of the digital age. Media 

literacy programs have increasingly focused on fostering a culture of accountability and 

responsibility, encouraging learners to critically evaluate the credibility of information and engage 

with media content in ways that promote inclusivity and social cohesion. These developments 

highlight the growing sophistication of Moroccan media literacy, positioning it as a critical tool for 

empowering individuals and strengthening democratic processes) Nadia Hachimi, 2022, p. 74(. 

In conclusion, the evolution of media literacy in Morocco illustrates a continuous adaptation to 

the challenges and opportunities presented by an ever-changing media landscape. From its 

origins in grassroots initiatives to its current integration within formal education systems, 

Moroccan media literacy reflects a commitment to fostering critical engagement, inclusivity, and 

cultural preservation. By drawing on both global innovations and local realities, Morocco offers a 

compelling model for other nations seeking to enhance media literacy as a means of navigating 

the complexities of modern communication. 

2. Global Practices in Media Literacy 

2.1 Strategies from Scandinavian and Canadian Models 

Examining global practices in media literacy necessitates an exploration of the distinctive 

strategies employed by Scandinavian and Canadian models, which are renowned for their 

emphasis on participatory pedagogy, inclusivity, and the integration of digital literacy. These 

approaches underscore the potential of media literacy as a transformative tool, capable of 
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fostering critical engagement and democratic participation within diverse societal contexts, 

highlighting its ability to respond to the challenges posed by globalization, digitalization, and 

misinformation. 

Focusing first on the Scandinavian approach reveals a commitment to embedding media literacy 

into national education systems, where it is treated as an essential skill akin to traditional literacy. 

This integration, particularly in Sweden and Finland, reflects a pedagogical framework that 

prioritizes critical inquiry and collaboration, enabling learners to deconstruct media narratives 

and understand their socio-political implications. Scholars argue that this approach not only 

enhances analytical abilities but also fosters a sense of active citizenship, as it encourages 

individuals to challenge media hegemony and contribute meaningfully to public discourse, a 

hallmark of Scandinavian education policies) Ulla Carlsson, 2023, p. 47(. 

Transitioning to Canadian strategies uncovers a nuanced focus on digital literacy as a core 

component of media education, driven by the country’s early adoption of technology in 

classrooms. Canadian media literacy emphasizes experiential learning, where students engage 

with media through creation, analysis, and critique, ensuring a balance between technical 

proficiency and critical thinking. Research highlights the effectiveness of this approach in 

preparing learners to navigate complex media ecosystems, where they are taught to evaluate the 

credibility and intent of media messages while considering their ethical and societal ramifications) 

PaulMihailidis, 2022, p. 63(. 

Addressing the participatory dimensions common to both models demonstrates their shared 

emphasis on involving learners as co-creators of knowledge, aligning with Freirean principles of 

critical pedagogy. Scandinavian frameworks, for example, integrate group projects and peer 

learning to foster collaboration and mutual understanding, while Canadian strategies incorporate 

digital storytelling and multimedia production, allowing students to voice their perspectives on 

contemporary issues. These participatory practices not only enhance engagement but also 

cultivate a deeper understanding of the interconnectedness between media, culture, and society, 
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reinforcing the importance of critical media literacy in a rapidly evolving global context) Henry 

Jenkins, 2023, p. 78(. 

Incorporating inclusivity into media literacy education represents another key feature of these 

models, reflecting their dedication to addressing the needs of diverse learner populations. 

Scandinavian education systems, known for their egalitarian ethos, strive to make media literacy 

accessible to all students by integrating it across curricula and providing resources that cater to 

various linguistic and cultural backgrounds. Similarly, Canadian approaches emphasize the 

importance of multiculturalism, tailoring programs to reflect the country’s diverse demographics 

and ensuring that media literacy education is both relevant and representative, a strategy that 

strengthens social cohesion and fosters a sense of belonging among learners) Reijo 

Kupiainen2022, p. 92(. 

Analyzing the ethical considerations embedded within these frameworks reveals their proactive 

stance on promoting accountability and transparency in media engagement. Both models address 

issues such as misinformation and digital manipulation by equipping students with the skills to 

critically assess media sources, recognize bias, and understand the implications of their digital 

footprints. Scandinavian programs often incorporate discussions on media ethics and 

governance, encouraging learners to reflect on the societal impact of media practices, while 

Canadian initiatives stress the importance of digital citizenship, fostering responsible behavior in 

online spaces, thereby contributing to a more informed and ethical media landscape) Sonia 

Livingstone, 2023, p. 58(. 

In conclusion, the Scandinavian and Canadian models of media literacy offer valuable insights 

into the development of effective and adaptable strategies that prioritize critical engagement, 

inclusivity, and ethical awareness. These approaches demonstrate the transformative potential of 

media literacy as an educational tool, highlighting its ability to prepare learners for active 

participation in democratic societies while addressing the complexities of the digital age. By 

drawing on the strengths of these models, other nations can develop context-specific media 

literacy programs that align global best practices with local cultural and educational priorities. 
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1.2 South Korean Innovations in Media Literacy 

Examining South Korea's approach to media literacy reveals a nation that has leveraged its 

advanced technological infrastructure and cultural dynamism to create a comprehensive 

framework for critical media engagement, reflecting an intricate synthesis of participatory 

pedagogy, ethical accountability, and technological fluency. South Korea’s innovative strategies 

underscore the transformative potential of media literacy as a tool for fostering critical awareness 

and empowering active citizenship, particularly within a digital-first society characterized by rapid 

globalization and evolving media landscapes. 

South Korea’s emphasis on technology integration within media literacy education showcases a 

proactive response to the demands of a digital era, where the ubiquity of media requires learners 

to navigate complex ecosystems of information critically. By employing tools such as artificial 

intelligence, virtual reality, and augmented reality, educators immerse students in interactive 

environments that simulate real-world media production and consumption, enabling learners to 

acquire practical skills while fostering analytical acumen. This technological engagement does not 

merely enhance technical proficiency but also encourages critical inquiry, allowing students to 

scrutinize the intentions, biases, and ethical implications of digital content)Sunghee Park, 2023, 

p. 51(. 

Investigating the linguistic and cultural dimensions of South Korean media literacy reveals a 

nuanced approach that balances global influence with local identity, reflecting the country’s 

commitment to preserving cultural heritage while promoting global interconnectedness. By 

incorporating multilingual strategies into media literacy programs, South Korea empowers 

learners to analyze media narratives across linguistic boundaries, fostering a deeper 

understanding of the role language plays in shaping perception and representation. Such 

practices highlight the interplay between cultural preservation and global engagement, enabling 

learners to critically assess how media constructs cultural norms and values in diverse 

contexts)Minju Kim, 2022, p. 74(. 
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The participatory aspects of South Korean media literacy demonstrate a strong alignment with 

Freirean pedagogical principles, emphasizing dialogical learning and collaborative knowledge 

creation. Educators encourage students to engage in projects that reflect real-world challenges, 

such as climate change or social justice, enabling learners to contextualize theoretical concepts 

through practical application. This participatory model fosters a sense of agency among students, 

empowering them to contribute meaningfully to societal discourse while developing critical 

media competencies that challenge dominant narratives and promote inclusivity)Jaeho Choi, 

2023, p. 89(. 

Highlighting the ethical dimensions of South Korean media literacy underscores the nation’s 

commitment to fostering a culture of accountability within its digital ecosystems, particularly in 

combating misinformation and promoting responsible media practices. By embedding 

discussions on ethics and governance into curricula, South Korean educators enable learners to 

critically evaluate the credibility of media sources and understand the societal consequences of 

their media engagements. This ethical focus fosters a reflective approach to media consumption 

and production, encouraging students to navigate digital spaces with a heightened awareness of 

their responsibilities as informed citizens)Hyunwoo Lee, 2023, p. 38(. 

Policy frameworks supporting South Korea’s media literacy innovations reflect a cohesive 

national strategy that aligns educational objectives with societal needs, ensuring the scalability 

and sustainability of initiatives. Collaborations between government agencies, educational 

institutions, and media organizations have facilitated the development of comprehensive 

programs that address emerging challenges while promoting equitable access to resources. These 

partnerships underscore the importance of aligning policy and practice, demonstrating how 

media literacy can serve as a strategic tool for national development and global 

leadership)Kyungsoo Jung, 2022, p. 62(. 

In conclusion, South Korea’s innovations in media literacy exemplify the transformative potential 

of integrating technology, participatory pedagogy, and ethical accountability into educational 

frameworks, showcasing how a nation can adapt to the complexities of a digital-first world while 

preserving cultural integrity. By fostering critical engagement and promoting digital citizenship, 
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South Korean media literacy strategies offer valuable insights for nations seeking to develop 

context-sensitive programs that align global best practices with local realities, underscoring the 

pivotal role of media literacy in empowering individuals to navigate and contribute to an 

increasingly interconnected media landscape. 

II. Practical Challenges and Future Pathways for Media Literacy in Morocco 

1. Challenges Facing Media Literacy in Morocco 

1.1 Structural and Policy Limitations 

Examining the challenges facing media literacy in Morocco reveals a complex interplay of 

structural and policy-related constraints that hinder the integration and effectiveness of media 

literacy education, reflecting the broader tensions between theoretical aspirations and practical 

implementation. These challenges not only limit the scope of media literacy initiatives but also 

exacerbate existing disparities, particularly in regions where access to educational resources and 

media technologies remains inconsistent, underscoring the need for a coherent and inclusive 

approach. 

Analyzing structural limitations highlights the fragmented nature of media literacy efforts in 

Morocco, where the absence of a unified framework has resulted in uneven implementation 

across educational institutions. This fragmentation stems from a lack of coordination among 

stakeholders, including policymakers, educators, and media organizations, which has led to 

inconsistencies in curriculum design and resource allocation. Scholars argue that this disjointed 

approach undermines the potential of media literacy as a transformative tool, as learners in 

underserved areas are often excluded from opportunities to engage with critical media education, 

creating a gap between urban and rural access to media literacy programs) Amina Bennani, 2023, 

p. 41(. 

Addressing policy-related challenges reveals a significant gap between the national rhetoric 

surrounding media literacy and the practical measures taken to institutionalize it within 

Morocco's education system. Although media literacy is often acknowledged as an essential skill 
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for navigating the digital age, it remains absent from the formal curriculum, reflecting a lack of 

political will and strategic prioritization. Policymakers have yet to establish comprehensive 

guidelines that define the objectives, methodologies, and evaluation metrics for media literacy 

education, leaving educators without a clear roadmap for implementation. This policy vacuum 

not only hampers the scalability of media literacy initiatives but also perpetuates a reliance on ad-

hoc programs that fail to achieve long-term impact) Hicham El Idrissi, 2022, p. 62(. 

Examining the role of infrastructure underscores the critical challenges posed by resource 

constraints, where many schools in Morocco lack the technological tools and training necessary 

to support media literacy education effectively. The digital divide, exacerbated by socio-economic 

inequalities, further compounds this issue, as students in underprivileged areas often face barriers 

to accessing digital platforms and media content. Researchers emphasize that without targeted 

investments in infrastructure and teacher training, media literacy initiatives are unlikely to reach 

their full potential, highlighting the need for a comprehensive strategy that addresses these 

foundational gaps) Karim Alami, 2023, p. 79(. 

Considering the cultural dimensions of policy-making in Morocco sheds light on the underlying 

tensions between traditional educational values and the progressive aspirations of media literacy 

advocates, where deeply ingrained pedagogical norms often resist the participatory and critical 

approaches central to media literacy education. This cultural resistance manifests in reluctance 

among some educators and policymakers to embrace media literacy as a core component of the 

curriculum, reflecting a broader hesitation to adopt practices that challenge hierarchical and 

didactic teaching models. Scholars have highlighted that overcoming these cultural barriers 

requires a concerted effort to raise awareness about the benefits of media literacy, coupled with 

strategies to align it with existing educational paradigms)Laila Chafiq, 2022, p. 53(. 

Analyzing international models reveals potential pathways for addressing Morocco’s structural 

and policy limitations, where examples from countries like Finland and Canada demonstrate the 

efficacy of integrating media literacy into national education policies. These models emphasize 

the importance of collaboration between governmental bodies, educational institutions, and 

media organizations, providing a blueprint for Morocco to develop a cohesive framework that 



 

 

tae Journal For Studies And Research/ 2025مجلة عطاء للدراسات والأبحاث، العدد الحادي عشر، يناير 

ISSN30095034/ N° Press  2020/26ص        confer.atae@gmail.com           

263 

aligns global best practices with local realities. Adopting such an approach would require not only 

policy reform but also the establishment of partnerships that facilitate the exchange of expertise 

and resources, enabling Morocco to position media literacy as a national priority) Reijo 

Kupiainen, 2023, p. 88(. 

In conclusion, the challenges facing media literacy in Morocco underscore the need for a holistic 

strategy that addresses both structural and policy-related constraints, recognizing that without a 

unified framework and targeted investments, the transformative potential of media literacy will 

remain unrealized. By learning from international experiences and fostering collaboration among 

stakeholders, Morocco can develop an inclusive and sustainable approach that bridges the gap 

between rhetoric and practice, ensuring that media literacy serves as a catalyst for critical 

engagement and democratic participation in the digital age. 

1.2 Cultural and Communicative Barriers 

Examining the challenges that confront media literacy in Morocco necessitates a focus on the 

intricate cultural and communicative barriers that impede its effective implementation, revealing 

the interplay between deeply rooted traditions, linguistic diversity, and the evolving demands of 

a globalized media landscape. These challenges reflect not only structural limitations but also the 

complex social dynamics that shape the reception and integration of media literacy within 

Moroccan society, highlighting the need for adaptive strategies that address these unique 

contextual factors. 

Understanding the influence of cultural resistance on media literacy reveals how entrenched 

norms and values within Moroccan society often conflict with the principles of critical thinking 

and participatory learning that underpin media literacy education. Traditional communication 

practices, which emphasize hierarchical structures and deference to authority, may create an 

environment where questioning media narratives is perceived as disruptive or subversive, 

limiting the adoption of media literacy as a transformative educational tool. Research 

demonstrates that this cultural resistance is particularly pronounced in rural areas, where 



 

 

tae Journal For Studies And Research/ 2025مجلة عطاء للدراسات والأبحاث، العدد الحادي عشر، يناير 

ISSN30095034/ N° Press  2020/26ص        confer.atae@gmail.com           

264 

traditional pedagogies dominate, underscoring the importance of fostering awareness about the 

benefits of media literacy as a mechanism for empowering individuals to engage critically with 

media systems) Amal Benchekroun2023, p. 53(. 

Exploring the linguistic diversity that characterizes Morocco illustrates another layer of 

complexity, where the coexistence of Arabic, Amazigh, and French within media and educational 

systems creates both opportunities and challenges for media literacy programs. This multilingual 

reality demands a nuanced approach that accounts for the linguistic preferences and proficiencies 

of diverse learner populations, enabling them to critically engage with media narratives across 

linguistic boundaries. Scholars argue that language plays a pivotal role in shaping perceptions of 

media content, making it essential for media literacy curricula to incorporate multilingual 

strategies that enhance learners’ ability to analyze how language constructs meaning and 

reinforces power dynamics within media texts) Hassan El Ghazali, 2022, p. 64(. 

Analyzing the role of gender dynamics in Moroccan media literacy initiatives highlights how 

traditional gender norms often limit women’s and girls’ participation in media education, 

particularly in rural and conservative communities. These societal expectations, which may 

prioritize domestic roles over educational opportunities for women, restrict their access to the 

digital tools and media literacy programs necessary for fostering critical engagement. Addressing 

these barriers requires targeted interventions that challenge these norms, promoting inclusivity 

and equity by ensuring that women and girls are empowered to participate fully in media literacy 

initiatives and digital communication platforms) Layla Naciri, 2023, p. 72(. 

Investigating the communicative divide between urban and rural populations underscores the 

socio-economic disparities that further complicate the implementation of media literacy in 

Morocco. Urban areas, which typically benefit from better infrastructure and access to digital 

technologies, are often at the forefront of media literacy initiatives, leaving rural regions 

underserved and excluded from the benefits of critical media education. This divide not only 

perpetuates existing inequalities but also limits the potential of media literacy to function as a 

unifying and empowering tool for societal development. Researchers emphasize the importance 
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of prioritizing rural inclusion through targeted investments in technology, educator training, and 

community-based programs that bridge this communicative gap) Youssef Amrani, 2022, p. 81(. 

Considering international best practices offers insights into potential strategies for addressing 

these cultural and communicative barriers, where nations like South Korea and Finland provide 

models of inclusive and culturally sensitive media literacy frameworks. Adapting such strategies 

to the Moroccan context would involve fostering community participation, leveraging local 

cultural narratives, and integrating multilingual and gender-inclusive approaches that resonate 

with Morocco’s socio-cultural realities. By aligning these practices with localized needs, media 

literacy can evolve as a transformative force capable of bridging divides and fostering a more 

equitable media environment) Reijo Kupiainen, 2023, p. 91(. 

In conclusion, the cultural and communicative barriers facing media literacy in Morocco highlight 

the complex interplay of tradition, language, gender, and socio-economic disparities that shape 

its reception and implementation. Addressing these challenges requires a holistic approach that 

integrates cultural sensitivity, inclusivity, and contextual adaptation, enabling media literacy to 

fulfill its potential as a tool for fostering critical engagement, participatory citizenship, and societal 

cohesion in an increasingly interconnected world. 

2. Leveraging Local Strengths and Global Insights 

2.1 Aligning Global Models with Moroccan Contexts 

Exploring the alignment of global media literacy models with Moroccan realities involves a 

delicate negotiation of integrating international best practices with local cultural, linguistic, and 

societal specificities, emphasizing how global insights can be effectively tailored to Moroccan 

contexts. This process underscores the significance of combining Morocco’s rich cultural heritage 

and linguistic diversity with innovative frameworks from countries that have successfully 

institutionalized media literacy education, demonstrating the potential for fostering critical 

engagement and participatory media practices. 
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Analyzing Scandinavian approaches to media literacy highlights their focus on fostering critical 

inquiry and active citizenship through national curricula that prioritize inclusivity and 

participatory pedagogy. This model, which integrates media literacy across various disciplines, 

ensures that students develop the skills necessary to critique media narratives and engage as 

informed citizens. Adapting such a framework to Morocco would necessitate contextual 

adjustments, including the incorporation of Morocco’s cultural and linguistic diversity, where 

community involvement could play a pivotal role in bridging the gap between global ideals and 

localized implementation, particularly in rural areas where access to formal education is limited) 

Peter Dahlgren, 2023, p. 47(. 

Examining the Canadian approach reveals a distinct emphasis on experiential learning and digital 

literacy, reflecting the increasing importance of equipping learners with the skills to navigate a 

rapidly digitizing world. Canadian strategies emphasize hands-on media production and critical 

analysis, enabling students to engage actively with digital platforms while fostering ethical and 

informed media practices. Implementing this approach in Morocco requires addressing 

infrastructural disparities, particularly the digital divide between urban and rural regions, 

ensuring that all learners have equitable access to the resources and training necessary to 

participate in a media-driven society)Victoria Nash, 2022, p. 56(. 

Addressing the role of Morocco’s multilingual landscape further emphasizes the need for an 

adaptable framework that integrates Arabic, Amazigh, and French, aligning with the socio-

linguistic realities of Moroccan society. Language, as a medium of identity and cultural 

transmission, must be central to media literacy programs, ensuring that learners are able to 

critically analyze and produce media in a way that reflects their cultural and linguistic contexts. 

Lessons from the multilingual approaches employed in Switzerland, which balance multiple 

national languages within media education, could provide valuable insights for Morocco in 

designing a linguistically inclusive and culturally sensitive curriculum) Karin Furrer, 2023, p. 62(. 

Considering ethical media practices as a cornerstone of media literacy reveals the importance of 

fostering a reflective approach to media engagement, enabling learners to critically evaluate the 

credibility and intent of media content. Morocco’s evolving media landscape, influenced by global 
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media flows, underscores the necessity of incorporating ethical frameworks that address 

challenges such as misinformation and digital manipulation. The ethical dimensions embedded 

in Dutch media literacy programs, which emphasize transparency and accountability in media 

practices, could serve as a guide for Morocco to enhance its focus on responsible media 

engagement) Gerard Broekhuizen, 2022, p. 78(. 

Reflecting on the potential of community-driven initiatives highlights their role in complementing 

formal education systems, particularly in regions where institutional capacity is limited. Examples 

from India’s grassroots media literacy efforts, which empower communities to actively engage 

with media through participatory workshops and local storytelling, offer a model for Morocco to 

foster ownership and inclusivity in media literacy education. By integrating community voices 

into national strategies, Morocco can ensure that media literacy initiatives are both relevant and 

impactful, addressing the diverse needs of its population) Sanjay Mehta, 2023, p. 85(. 

In conclusion, aligning global media literacy frameworks with Moroccan contexts involves 

leveraging international best practices while adapting them to address the cultural, linguistic, and 

societal specificities of Morocco, highlighting the importance of inclusivity and contextual 

sensitivity in designing effective programs. By drawing on participatory pedagogies, digital 

literacy innovations, multilingual strategies, and community-driven approaches, Morocco can 

develop a comprehensive media literacy framework that empowers its citizens to critically engage 

with media and contribute to a more informed and equitable society. 

2.2 Technology and International Partnerships as Catalysts 

Examining the intersection of technology and international partnerships in enhancing media 

literacy reveals their transformative potential, especially when aligned with local strengths and 

cultural specificities, highlighting the significance of technology as a medium for disseminating 

global best practices and fostering critical engagement. In the Moroccan context, where socio-

cultural diversity intersects with evolving media ecosystems, leveraging these catalysts 

necessitates an approach that integrates technological advancements with collaborative 

international frameworks to address structural and societal challenges. 
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Employing technology as a driving force in media literacy initiatives underscores its capacity to 

bridge geographic and socio-economic divides, enabling access to diverse educational resources. 

Digital platforms, particularly those leveraging artificial intelligence and adaptive learning 

technologies, have demonstrated their ability to personalize media literacy education, offering 

tailored content that resonates with individual learners’ linguistic and cultural contexts. In 

Morocco, integrating such technologies could revolutionize the delivery of media literacy 

programs, particularly in underserved rural areas, by overcoming infrastructural barriers and 

providing equitable access to digital tools and critical resources) Amina Rachid, 2023, p. 51(. 

Establishing international partnerships further amplifies the potential of media literacy, offering a 

platform for knowledge exchange and capacity building that aligns global insights with local 

realities. Collaborations with institutions in countries like Finland and Singapore, recognized for 

their progressive media literacy frameworks, can provide Morocco with access to innovative 

methodologies, curriculum designs, and educator training programs. These partnerships also 

foster cross-cultural understanding, enabling Moroccan educators to adapt global strategies to 

the nation’s linguistic diversity and socio-cultural intricacies, thereby ensuring their relevance and 

impact) Lars Kivinen, 2023, p. 64(. 

Analyzing the role of technology in fostering participatory learning environments highlights its 

ability to transform traditional education paradigms, enabling learners to engage as active 

contributors rather than passive recipients. Interactive platforms that facilitate collaborative 

media production, critical discussions, and peer evaluations not only enhance students’ technical 

and analytical skills but also foster a sense of agency and empowerment. Moroccan educators 

could adopt these participatory tools to cultivate critical thinking and media literacy 

competencies, particularly in urban schools where digital infrastructure is more advanced, while 

simultaneously addressing rural inclusion through mobile-based learning solutions) Pierre 

Masson, 2022, p. 78(. 

Reflecting on the ethical dimensions of technology integration within media literacy programs 

emphasizes the importance of cultivating responsible media practices, where learners are taught 

to critically evaluate the credibility and intent of digital content. In Morocco, where exposure to 
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globalized media ecosystems has amplified the prevalence of misinformation, integrating ethical 

considerations into digital media literacy curricula becomes imperative. Drawing insights from 

Dutch models that emphasize transparency and accountability in digital engagement, Moroccan 

frameworks could incorporate similar principles to foster a culture of trust and ethical awareness 

among learners) Gerard Broekhuizen, 2023, p. 85(. 

Leveraging international partnerships to develop context-specific media literacy frameworks 

further underscores the importance of fostering localized adaptations of global practices. By 

collaborating with organizations such as UNESCO and the European Union’s Media Literacy 

programs, Morocco can access technical expertise, financial resources, and policy guidance 

necessary for scaling its initiatives. These partnerships also facilitate the exchange of best practices 

and innovations, ensuring that Moroccan media literacy programs are not only globally informed 

but also deeply rooted in local cultural and educational priorities) UNESCO, 2022, p. 93(. 

In conclusion, leveraging technology and international partnerships as catalysts for media literacy 

in Morocco highlights the transformative potential of integrating global insights with local 

strengths, demonstrating how these elements can address structural disparities while fostering 

critical engagement and participatory citizenship. By aligning technological advancements with 

collaborative international efforts, Morocco can establish a robust media literacy framework that 

empowers its citizens to navigate complex media landscapes with confidence and competence, 

contributing to a more informed and equitable society. 

Conclusion  

This study concludes that media literacy in Morocco holds immense potential to serve as the 

driving force behind the next communication revolution, provided it is designed and 

implemented in ways that align with the nation’s cultural, social, and structural contexts. It 

emphasizes the significance of media literacy as a tool for fostering critical thinking, ethical 

engagement, and communicative competence, enabling individuals to navigate the challenges of 

digital media and misinformation while supporting a shift toward a more inclusive and 

democratic society. 
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The historical evolution of media literacy in Morocco reveals a trajectory from isolated efforts to 

more structured initiatives, though these still face challenges related to infrastructure and cultural 

policies. By examining leading global models such as those in Scandinavia, Canada, and South 

Korea, this study highlights how Morocco can draw valuable lessons and adapt them to its local 

context effectively. 

The research underscores the importance of inclusivity, particularly in bridging the urban-rural 

divide, advocating for investments in infrastructure and digital technologies to ensure equitable 

access to media literacy for all demographics. It also stresses the critical role of language and 

culture in shaping media literacy programs, advocating for multilingual strategies that cater to 

Morocco’s diverse linguistic and cultural realities. 

The study proposes a holistic approach that integrates participatory pedagogy, technological 

innovation, and international partnerships as catalysts for developing effective media literacy 

programs. It calls for enhanced collaboration among policymakers, educational institutions, and 

media organizations to establish a cohesive framework that reflects local specificities while 

leveraging global expertise. 

In conclusion, the findings reaffirm that media literacy in Morocco, if approached with a strategic 

and inclusive vision, can serve as a pivotal tool for achieving comprehensive social and 

communicative transformation. By fostering international partnerships and adopting innovative, 

inclusive strategies, Morocco can position itself as a leader in media and communication 

development in the region. 
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