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' Reasons for the reluctance of secondary school students
to read aloud in the classroom the role of the teacher
in developing a positive aititude towards her//

Mawaheb Yousef Ali Al-Turki & Dr. Wazerah Bawazeer//

Abstract//
The current study aimed to highlight the causes of high school

female students’ reluctance to participate in reading aloud in the
classroom and the role of the teacher in promoting their motivation,
interest, and positive perspectives towards reading aloud.

To achieve the study objectives, descriptive statistics were used to
summarize the data that were collected by three different tools. All the
tools were developed by the researcher. The first tool is a questionnaire
for the female students and their teachers to discover the reasons behind
the students’ reluctance to read aloud in the classroom and it was
answered by 72 students and 10 teachers. The second tool is an
observation card that is used to assess the skills involved in reading aloud
and it was used for 18 students. After collecting the data from the previous
tools, 8 of the Arabic Language teachers and their supervisor were
interviewed individually to investigate the role of Arabic Language
teachers in promoting their motivation, interest, and positive perspectives
toward reading aloud. The results of the research showed that the reasons
behind the reluctance of some high school students to read aloud inside
the classroom despite their good reading aloud skills are 50% related to
the lack of confidence in public speaking and the fear of their teacher’s
rejection, 47% related to anxiety about the colleagues' comments on their
aloud reading and the possible embarrassment. Moreover, the study
results showed 100% improvement in the reading aloud skills that involve
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reading fluently and accurately after using the developed observation card
among the students to assess their reading aloud skill as well as assessing
their colleagues' skills. The final results of this study indicate that the
awareness of the reading aloud skills among female high school students
was achieved and the role of using the self-assessment and colleagues
assessment observation cards helped the student in overcoming the
barriers that were set between them and the aloud reading, the fear of
embarrassment, and the anxiety about colleagues' comments on their
aloud reading. Additionally, that method of assessment increased the
students' confidence in their ability to speak and read publicly.

The study found that the teacher's style of encouragement and
motivation, and the continuity of training and evaluation have a major
role in promoting the student motivation effectively, along with
developing positive perspectives to read aloud confidently in the
classroom. In the light of the previous results, the most prominent
recommendations are to focus on enrolling the reading aloud skills in the
classrooms and encourage the development of these skills among
students. This will help the high school students to build confident
personalities and improve their self-esteem.

Moreover, allowing the opportunity for the students and teachers
to use the observation cards for self and peer assessment to improve the
reading aloud skills and monitor the students' progress by encouraging
them to participate in practical public speaking such as participating in a
Persuasive Speech Communication class. Finally, the study recommends
enrolling in educational topics that promote self-esteem and confidence
among high school female students, aiming to help them to overcome the
fear of embarrassment and rejection and from there, provide them with
the essentials skills to solve their psychological problems.
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