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Communication and Pragmatic Language and Improving the Quality of
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Stag
Abstract
The current study aimed to develop non-verbal communication and

pragmatic language and improve the quality of life among children with
nonverbal learning disabilities in primary school using training program.
The participants of the study consisted of (20) male and female children
with nonverbal learning disabilities in the primary stage, whose ages
ranged from (9,4) to (10,9) years with a mean age of (10,2) years and
were divided into two groups (experimental — control). The study used
Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children, the Family Socio Economic-
Cultural Level Scale, the Nonverbal Learning Disabilities Diagnostic
Rating Scale, the Non-verbal Communication Rating Scale, the Pragmatic
Language Rating Scale, the Quality of Life Scale and the training
program. The results revealed that the application of the program is
effective in development of the non-verbal communication and pragmatic
language and improving the quality of life among children with non-
verbal learning disabilities after applying the training program.

Key words:

Training Program- Non-verbal communication- Pragmatic Language-
Quality of Life- Nonverbal Learning Disabilities.
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duliall cilblaall ool ssiie (aliasls ¢ p<all e 3yml) (alads)y AUl 5o )8l Cancag
ne) lgbe sanly of lpmmy e iley o Jalall (o) dnaine el lysraall o3a5 cidapan)
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Gales 1580 Al cllla) 15l s ix :Vocational Impact gl Sl (¢
¥ Jans O ¥ ey il oda e Ggilay () AU Asigall cilallaill e
Giantll PA (e = 5yl yes 380 3D L) 2Rl igsnd) Geals Jiiall 8 2)4Y)
@Al Jand) U1 e BaS Bl i canlSY) osiall oY Glldg cdpigall glially — asll
caiS 2 ((Cummings, 2014, p.138) aalll Camay Ul il (5 Alls caldy)
(Durkin, Fraser, & Conti-Ramsden, 2012) cnauley =868y g (nS)3 Ay
aaleill Al Al 8 158 Gl Ayl liseall e s agedl ol Y o e
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Introduction:

Nonverbal learning disabilities are the most recent and newly
discovered categories of learning disabilities. There are serious problems
facing the individual and lead to social / emotional problems and other
skills necessary for the individual to live with others, to be compatible
with them and to adapt to the environment, And occurs due to
dysfunction of the right hemisphere, leading to disruption of nonverbal
psychological processes.

The disabilities of communication are one of the obstacles to social
acceptance, These disabilities may be experienced by males or females in
different ages and environments, which may hinder them from success in
their lives and relationships with others, in addition to the negative
emotions they feel which leads to disruption of their personality and thus
low quality of life.

The current study has led the researcher to study the impact of a
training program on developing non-verbal communication and
pragmatic language and improving the quality of life for children with
nonverbal learning disabilities.

Problem of the Study:

This study deals with non-verbal communication and pragmatic
language for children with nonverbal learning disabilities because of their
Importance and impact on the emotional and social aspects of the
personality, which affects the quality of life.

-The problem of the present study can be conceptualized in the

following main question:

What is the effect of a training program on developing non-verbal

communication and pragmatic language and improving the quality of life

for children with nonverbal learning disabilities?

Purpose of the Study:

The present study aimed as following:

1- Explore the effectiveness of the training program used in the current
study in developing nonverbal communication for children with
nonverbal learning disabilities through developing facial expression
skills, visual communication, expressing feelings and emotions, and
adjusting the voice tone according to the social context.

2- Explore the effectiveness of the training program used in the current
study in the development of the pragmatic language for children with
nonverbal learning disabilities through developing social interaction
skills, interactive language, taking the role of speech, conversation
management, and pragmatic understanding.
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3- Explore the effectiveness of the training program used in the current
study to improve the quality of life for children with nonverbal
learning disabilities through achieving a sense of satisfaction, self-
acceptance, feeling good health and improving social relations with
others.

The importance of the study:

The importance of the current study can be summarized as follows:

A- The Theoretical Importance:

The theoretical importance of the study is as follows:

1- Shedding the light on nonverbal learning disabilities and their negative
impact on different aspects of growth.

2- Shedding the light on skills of non-verbal communication and
pragmatic language, and their impact on the psychological and social,
and thus the quality of life.

3- In reviewing the Arab studies and researches that addressed the study
of learning disabilities, it became clear (as far as the researcher was
knowledge) that there were no Arab studies that addressed the study
of non-verbal communication, pragmatic language and improving the
quality of life for children with nonverbal learning disabilities.

B - The Applied Importance:

The Applied importance of the study is as follows:

1- The researcher's preparation of the Nonverbal Learning Disabilities
Diagnostic Rating Scale, the Non-verbal Communication Rating
Scale, the Pragmatic Language Rating Scale, the Quality of Life Scale
for children, will benefit the staff in the field of special education in
diagnosing non-verbal learning disabilities, communication disorders
and quality of life for children.

2- The study provided some appropriate intervention methods for
children with nonverbal learning disabilities to improve their
communication methods, and to achieve an appropriate level of
quality of life and this has a return on teachers and counselors and
others who care about these children.

3- The present study informs parents to improve the social skills of
children with non-verbal learning disabilities by providing various
activities.

Hypotheses of the Study:

The following assumptions for the current study were formulated as

follows:

1. There are statistically significant differences between ranks of
mean scores of experimental children group in the pre and post-test
on the Non-verbal Communication Rating Scale in favor of the
post-test.
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2. There are statistically significant differences between ranks of
mean scores the experimental and control children groups after the
application of the program on the Non-verbal Communication
Rating Scale in favor of the experimental group.

3. There are no differences between the ranks of mean scores of the
experimental children group in the post- test and follow-up on the
Non-verbal Communication Rating Scale.

4. There are statistically significant differences between ranks of
mean scores of experimental children group in the pre and post-test
on the Pragmatic Language Rating Scale in favor of the post-test.

5. There are statistically significant differences between ranks of
mean scores the experimental and control children groups after the
application of the program on the Pragmatic Language Rating
Scale in favor of the experimental group.

6. There are no differences between the ranks of mean scores of the
experimental children group in the post- test and follow-up on the
Pragmatic Language Rating Scale.

7. There are statistically significant differences between ranks of
mean scores of experimental children group in the pre and post-test
on the Quality of Life Scale in favor of the post-test.

8. There are statistically significant differences between ranks of
mean scores the experimental and control children groups after the
application of the program on the Quality of Life Scale in favor of
the experimental group.

9. There are no differences between the ranks of mean scores of the
experimental children group in the post- test and follow-up on the
Quiality of Life Scale.

Methodology and tools:

The methodology and tools of the present study have been
identified as follows:
A - Curriculum used:

The current study adopted the experimental method, where the
training program is the independent variable, The development of non-
verbal communication, pragmatic language, and improvement of the
quality of life are the dependent variables.

B - Participants of the Study:

The participants of the study consisted of (20) male and female
children with nonverbal learning disabilities enrolled in the primary stage,
Whose ages ranged from (9,4) to (10,9) years with a mean age of (10,2)
years and were divided into two groups, as follows:

- An experimental group consisting of (10) children with nonverbal
learning disabilities.
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- A control group consisting of (10) children with nonverbal learning
disabilities.
The participants of the study were match in the chronological age,
1.Q, socio economic-cultural level, nonverbal learning disabilities, non-
verbal communication, pragmatic language, and quality of life.
Tools of the Study:
The study used the following tools:
1- Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children (prepared by Mohamed
Ismail and Louis Malika, 1999).
2-The Family Socio Economic-Cultural Level Scale (prepared by the
researcher).
3- The Nonverbal Learning Disabilities Diagnostic Rating Scale
(prepared by the researcher).
4- The Non-verbal Communication Rating Scale for Children (prepared
by the researcher)
5- The Pragmatic Language Rating Scale for Children (prepared by the
researcher).
6- The Quality of Life Scale for Children (prepared by the researcher).
7- The Training Program (prepared by the researcher).
Statistical methods:
The study used the following Statistical methods:
1- Mann-Whitney.
2- Wilcoxon test.
3- Pearson Correlation Coefficient.
4- Alpha Cronbach's.
5- Split-Half.
Results:

The results revealed the verification of the hypotheses of the study,
which mean that the program was effective in developing the nonverbal
communication and pragmatic language and improving the quality of life
for experimental group compared to control group after applying the
training program.



