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Abstract
Arabic Specialized Electronic Databases: Current Status and Future Perspectives
Prof. Reima Al-Jarf
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
The study investigated the availability of Arabic specialized electronic databases that
index research articles, books, journals, and dissertations in education. The study aimed to
find out the types of resources indexed, breadth of coverage, broadening and narrowing
options (by subject, author, keywords, title), searching methods (simple, advanced,
Boolean), display options (abstract, full text), accuracy and relevance of search results. The
analysis showed two types of Arabic databases: (1) Networks that host educational
resources among other disciplines such as the Arabic Online Union Catalog and AskZad; and
(2) databases specialized in education only such as Shamaa and EduSearch databases. Most
databases use simple and advanced searches, several broadening narrowing options, and
give detailed bibliographic information. Many individual dissertation databases are available
at universities. Most databases have limited coverage and some have outdated content.
Searching for documents by author, title and subject vyields irrelevant results.
Recommendations for improvement are given.

Keywords: electronic databases, Arabic databases, education, education databases,
graduate students.
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2 - State of the art in the management of bipolar disorder / Ukashah, Ahmad

The Arab journal of psychiatry. Vol. 15, no. 1 (May. 2004), pp. 7-13, 7p

In this paper there is a revision of the classification and prevalence of mood disorders, with the emphasis on the higher rates of prevalence of Bipolar Disorders in recent studies. The clinical phenomenology is
updated with some discussion of the misunderstood classification and inconsistent diagnosis and treatment worldwide. The managements in psychiatry generally and in Bipolar disorder in particular has been
discussed. The pharmacotherapy of Bipolar Disorder is reviewed. Lithium, Novel antipsychotics and the management of acute mania or mixed episodes as well as a cute depression and rapid cycling also
maintenance treatment is clarfied, without forgetting the importance of psychosocial intervention. The conclusion calls for more research in the field.
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2 - The effect of the use of authentic reading materials in teaching English on eleventh grade EFL students” motivation / Bani Abd al-Rahman, Abd Allah

o8 .250-243 .o Lo (2005 Ugli) 3 . .1 .z .@0fee feollc dsole dlmo § Al pglall sd iz Ul dlall

This study investigated the effect of using English language authentic reading materials in teaching English on EFL students’ motivation. The sample consisted of two eleventh grade sections. One was randomly
assigned as the control group (37 students) and the other was assigned as the experimental group (35 students). Then students’ motivation level was measured against a self-reported leamer motivation
questionnaire. The data were analyzed via factorial ANOVA repeated-measures factors and between-groups factors. The results of the study revealed a significant increase in the EFL students’ motivation across
time in both of the experimental and control groups. Moreover, the results revealed significant differences between the two groups after 12 weeks of treatment in favor of the experimental group. Based on
the results of the study, more studies are recommeanded to be carried out in different situations for a more thorough investigation.
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