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Abstract

This research aims to study the potential of media education in the development of social skills
among students, in terms of guiding them on how to take advantage of media messages in
evolving their social relations, progressing their communication and interactions, and
expanding their knowledge of laws and regulations.

Moreover, the study aims to raise students’ awareness on the importance of media in developing
the concept of dialogue and in respecting diversity.

Thus, a sample of 50 students has been chosen from the tenth grade in two schools in Beirut to
participate in this study.

Subsequently, the study relied on a descriptive analytical approach, and its design was semi-
experimental; i.e., the sample was subjected to a survey that closely examines the relationship
between the students’ behavior and interaction, and the content of the programs they follow;
the survey also measures the extent to which they are familiar with the media work and its
effects on their communication skills. Then, an intervention was performed through the
development of a special program based on special studies and personal experience related to
media education, which was taught to the study sample. Afterwards, the students were handed
the same survey they had previously filled in order to measure the benefit that the program had
on their behavior and reasoning.

The study findings reveal that the developed program has helped students to criticize and benefit
from the media messages they receive. Students were now trained to: i) acknowledge their
social responsibilities, ii) advancing their dialogue skills, and iii), understanding the
specificities of others and accepting their culture.
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