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Abstract:

This study aimed at identifying the level of reflective thinking reached by student
teachers majoring in mathematics and science who are enrolled in practice teaching.
In addition, it aimed at determining the relationship between reflective thinking and
each of: teaching performance, student’s GPA, university level and teaching
competencies. The descriptive analytical approach was followed for achieving the
aims of this study and answering its research questions. Two instruments were used
for collecting the needed data. The Arabic translated version of Eysenk and Wilson’s
test for reflective thinking after being validated for application on Bahraini students;
and the Performance Assessment Instrument adopted and officially used by Bahrain
Teachers College for assessing students’ performance on seven competencies in the
practical part of their program of teacher preparation. The two instruments were
applied on all second, third and fourth year mathematics and science students who
were enrolled in the practicum program in the second semester of the 2014-2015
academic year. These students were considered as a stratified random sample
representing students prepared for teaching mathematics and science at the upper
elementary schools. Data analysis revealed that the level of reflective thinking of
mathematics and science student teachers was at the good level with a mean of 19.85
out of 30, which is 66.2%. The results also showed that there was a significantly
positive relationship (r = 0.29) between reflective thinking and students’ grade point
average (GPA) at the university.

Key words: reflective thinking, teaching performance, teaching competencies,
student teachers.
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