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Abstract: This research aimed at evaluating Life Skills’ textbooks
for the first cycle grades in the Sultanate of Oman from teachers’
perspectives. The data were collected via an adopted questionnaire
which consisted of (67) items divided into five domains. These were:
objectives, content, content presentation, questions, and technical
editing. The population of the study consisted of all teachers at the first
cycle of schooling in the Sultanate of Oman equaling (2396) teachers.
A stratified random sampling approach was used to select 432 female
teachers using the 2010/2011, Ministry of Education (MoE) directory
that listed all teachers at the first cycle of schooling in Oman. A
questionnaire was adopted and modified to gather the required
information. Cronbach alpha procedure was used to obtain the
reliability estimate of the internal consistency of each domain and of
the instrument, which were found to be 0.84, 0.96, 0.90, 0.94, 0.90 and
0.98 for the domains of objectives, content, content presentation,
questions, technical editing and the instrument respectively. The results
indicated that teachers’ perceptions relating to the characteristics of
Life Skills’ textbooks for the domains of technical editing, questions,
and content presentation fell in the “great” category whereas, the
teachers’ perceptions fell in the “moderate” category for the domains of
content and objectives. The study revealed that there were no
statistically ~ significant  differences attributed to ‘“academic
qualifications”. The results also showed that there were statistically
significant differences attributed to “years of teaching experience” in
favor of “less than five years’ group. In the light of the results, the
researchers put forward several suggestions.

Key Words: Life Skills, Technology Education, Prevocational
Education, School Textbooks, Teachers’ perceptions.



