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Theoretical Issues Surrounding the Concept of Gifted
Children with Learning Difficulties

Dr. Anies Al-Hroub
American University of Beirut, Lebanon

Abstract: This paper reviews theoretical issues related to gifted
students with learning difficulties (G/LDs) who are still overlooked and
unrecognized by many teachers, parents, educators and even
professionals in the field of special education and gifted education. The
concept of G/LDs is laden with controversy, as students show
exceptionally high abilities or talents and also experience difficulties in
reading, writing, spelling or mathematics. This controversy doubles
their exceptionality; therefore, they are referred to as double-, dual-, or
twice-exceptional children. The discussion of this group was not
possible for a half century until many leading theorists, such as
Renzulli, Sternberg, Gardner and Gagné made a significant change in
gifted education by using broader definitions that no longer used
giftedness and intelligence interchangeably, as in Terman’s (1925)
longitudinal study and his ‘school of intelligence’. The broader-based
definitions of giftedness opened the door towards recognizing several
neglected groups of gifted students. This paper discusses the movement
towards using these broadened definitions. Their use requires a
multidimensional approach to the identification of different abilities
and exceptionalities. These multiple abilities cause a discrepancy
between students’ potential and performance.

Keywords: Dual Exceptional Students; Gifted with Learning
Difficulties; Definitions; Multidimensional Identification Model.



