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       Abstract: The study aimed at identifying the word meaning skills 

that are necessary for students in grades (10 -12) and analyzing the 

questions in the Arabic language textbooks in the light of these skills. 

The study arrived at a list of 20 skills related to word meaning 

classified into three categories: (1) skills related to lexical and 

contextual meaning, (2) skills related to relationships between words, 

and (3) skills related to words' form. The analysis of a total of 1369 

questions in the textbooks revealed that the skills appeared in the 

questions in a very low percentage. The results showed that the first 

category appeared in the questions was lexical and contextual meaning 

and the most used skill was using the dictionary in revealing word 

meanings. However, most skills were neglected in the questions. 

Furthermore, the findings showed that the percentages of covering the 

skills differ between classes in unbalanced manner. 

  
          Keywords: Teaching Arabic- Teaching words meanings- words 

meaning skills- vocabulary- secondary school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


