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The Effect of Item Wording of the Arabic Version of 

Rosenberg Self-Esteem Scale (RSES) on its Factorial Structure 

 

Abdelhafez Q. Al-Shayeb  

Al al-Bayt University, Jordan 

 
Abstract: The study aimed at investigating the effect of item wording on the factor 

structure of the Arabic version of Rosenberg Self-Esteem Scale (RSES) which is composed 

of five positively worded items and five negatively worded items.  The data were collected 

from (746) male and female undergraduate students from different educational levels who 

are enrolled in the first semester of the 2007/2008 academic year at Al al-Bayt University 

in Jordan. Eight different confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) models were tested within the 

framework of the multitrait-multimethod (MTMM) to help interpret the scale factor 

structure. The results revealed a single global self-esteem factor underlying responses to the 

Arabic version of Rosenberg Self-Esteem Scale along with wording effects factor 

associated with negatively worded items. The findings further suggest that wording effects 

associated with negatively worded items isn't a methodological artifact but a separate and 

measurable personality latent trait which may be considered as a response style. 

Keywords: wording effect, Rosenberg self-esteem scale, factorial structure, multitrait – 

multimethod.      


