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Education on Political Citizenship in Saudi Arabia

Presented By Dr. Sara Thonian. M. Al-Saud
dr.alsaud.s@gmail.com

Abstract

The study under consideration analyses the political citizenship in the Kingdom of Sau-
di Arabia by employing documentation and a qualitative methodology: the rooted theory
method. Indeed, the survey utilizes documents on political citizenship and the surveys of
a number of experts specialized in citizenship, educational social studies, geopolitics and
politics (precisely 10 scholars). The researcher makes use of the semi-structure interview
questions as a tool to monitor the experts’ opinions; and the validity and reliability values

were verified.

This study accentuates the prominence of employing education on political citizenship in
preparing good citizens who are characterized by the highest levels of cultural and political
awareness. In fact, this paper examines the structure and the foundations of the Saudi po-
litical institution, realizing the underlying power of the kingdom: religiously, economically
and geopolitically.

The researcher in this document considers the following themes. First of all, the values
of constructive dialogue and acceptance of the other. Second, the prevention of the risks of
intellectual extremism; and third the achievement of political participation, peace and com-
munity stability.

In addition, the survey displays the challenges the researcher faces when planning the
present paper. These challenges are as follows: On the one hand, the elaboration of the re-
search paper on the basis of education on political citizenship within the framework of the
Saudi curriculum. On the other hand, the construction of social studies’ curriculum accord-
ing to the values of education on political citizenship. Added to that, this paper faces another

challenge which is the exploration of two subject matters: political rights and political duties.

The document clarifies the aspects that should be taken into account when settling edu-
cation on the fundaments of political citizenship, such as the cognitive, the affective and the
psychomotor factors.

Moreover, the article emphasizes the importance of the learner-centered method in teach-
ing education on political citizenship and its most prominent approaches, which are active
learning and cooperative learning.
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Furthermore, the researcher expounds the challenges that face the inclusion of education
on political citizenship in the curricula both in schools’ and universities’ educational systems.
The challenges the most critical are the resistance to innovation initiatives as a result of ig-
norance and misunderstanding, the scarcity of specialized teachers, their weak professional
training, the negative outcomes of the modern media and of the contemporary information
and digital revolution.

The researcher, finally, proposes a set of possible solutions such as the elaboration of the
teachers’ political citizenship curricula and training programs in accordance with the inter-

national developmental and professional standards.
The study concludes by introducing relevant recommendations and suggestions.

Key Words: Citizenship Education, Political Education, Political Citizenship, Social Studies
Curricula, Saudi Education Phases.
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