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Abstract 
 

Social cognition is considered to be one of the most fundamental cognitive areas tackling 
the issue of mental activity in both interactions and interpersonal relationships in the social 
environment. It expresses how mental processes allow people to perceive, understand their 
states of mind, predict their behavior, and respond appropriately. However, these different 
socio-cognitive abilities seem impaired in autism spectrum disorder and schizophrenia 
spectrum. In this context, this scientific paper aims to address and tackle the problem of the 
theory of mind and its neural connections in terms of scientific studies that dealt with social 
cognitive, its imbalances, and its functions in the field of mental disorders, on the ground that 
it seeks to precisely to bring up the most important analytical and empirical comparative 
studies that dealt with and discuss these imbalances, specifically in the field of mind theory 
in individuals with autism spectrum disorder compared to others with schizophrenia in terms 

mailto:a.ettouzani@gmail.com
mailto:charkiazzeddine@gmail.com


612021Arab Journal of Psychology | VOL.6 / N°1 – summer  

 

88 

of recognition and deduction dimensions of different mental states and their cognitive 
components. In addition, it seeks to address some studies of neuropsychology, social and 
clinical neurosciences that compared the responsible networks and associations in the 
functioning of this socio-cognitive ability in autism and schizophrenia spectrum disorders. 

Keywords: social cognition; theory of mind; Autism Spectrum Disorder; Schizophrenia 
Spectrum . 
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