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The leadership competencies for the school counselor to discover and care about
gifted students with academic learning difficulties in general education stages from
school counselor point of view
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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the leadership competencies for school counselor to
discover gifted students with academic learning difficulties in general education (AL -Qabas
Schools) during the academic year 2016-2017. The researchers used the descriptive method
that consisted in a questionnaire about the school counselor leadership competencies to
work in general education, which are: school counselor vision, the mission of the school
counselor, the compentency of teamwork, and the school counselor effective
communication competencies with the educational team in discovering and caring gifted
students with academic learning difficulties. The validity and stability of the questionnaire
were verified, the Alpha-Kronbach coefficient was calculated. A school counseling team (18
school counselors) was chosen as an intentional sample. The data was analyzed using the
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). The results indicated significant differences
in leadership competencies for school counselor to discover and care for gifted students
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with academic learning difficulties in general education. There were statistically significant
differences due to academic qualification, experience and training.

The study recommended adaptation of counseling psychological test to discover and care
for students with academic learning difficulties .The rsearchers suggested that school
counselor should participate in training educational team in charachteristics and traits of
gifted students with learning difficulties. They also hihglithed the need for advanced
counseling programs for early educational intervention for gifted children.

Keywords: leadership competencies; gifted students; school counselor; learning
difficulties.
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