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Abstract

This paper aims at proposing an explanatory model of universities governance, called
political model, demonstrates its validity in understanding the governance of the public Arab
universities and explains their low quality. The paper contrasts this model with common
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models such as academic, Napoleonian, market oriented and managerial. The analyzed
material consists of 10 case studies, published in a collective book, each dealing with the
oldest public university in 10 Arab countries. The paper explores the developments in these
universities, and the date at which the autonomy of each university started to be lost under
the dominance of political governance. Among the 10 public universities, 9 witnessed the
prevalence of the political model at a certain date, or from the beginning, while only Tunis
University remains pertaining to the Napoleonian model. Discussion at the end opens the
door for further research.

Key words: Governance, Universities, Arab countries, quality, autonomy.
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