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Social, Economic and Cultural Characteristics of the Families
of Children Facing Child Abuse in the Saudi Society

Abdul-Aziz Ali Al-Ghareeb

Department of Sociology and Social Work
College of Social Sciences

Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University, KSA.

Abstract

The objective of the present study is to identify the social, economic and cultural
characteristics of the families of children facing child abuse in the Saudi society. The study
used a case study method for analyzing 110 files of children who were subject to abuse from
various health, legal and social sources in various cities of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The study indicated that there was a high rate of abuse against children is the extended
families, while there was a lower rate in the nuclear families. Child abuse is increased in the
families whose members were about 9-12, while it decreased in smaller families. The study
indicated that the most abused children belonged to marital families, and most families belong
to the rural and nomadic category, while it decreased in the families living in urban regions. The
study also showed that fathers with lower education were more abusive to children. As for the
economic standard, abuse increased in the lower income families, than in the medium income
families, while it was low in the families with high economic income. The study concluded with
some recommendations that the researcher would wish could contribute to overcoming such
phenomenon.
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