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The effect of a Functionally-Based Instructional Program on
Improving Critical Reading Skills of Female Students of the 8" Grade
in Saudi Arabia

Eftikar Abdalla Al- Ibrahim
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Majmaah University, KSA

Abstract

The current study aims at investigating the influence of a functionally-based
instructional program on improving critical reading skills of female students of the 8"
grade. To fulfill the purpose of this study, the researcher has designed a functionally-based
instructional program. The sample of the study was purposefully chosen and consisted of
(60) female students of the 8" grade from public schools in Alzulfi directorate of Education
for the academic year 1436-1437 H. The sample was distributed into two groups: The first
experimental group consisted of (30) students taught by the instructional program, and the
control group consisted of (30) students taught by the traditional method.

For the purpose of data collection, a performance test for critical reading skills was
utilized. Its validity was checked by a panel of reviewers, and it was piloted on a prospective
sample consisting of 21 students for the purpose of extracting the standard deviation which
was (0.85), and is acceptable for the aim of the study. The results revealed statistical significant
differences at (0.05) level between the groups due to the effect of using the instructional
program in all critical reading skills and in favor of the experimental group.
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