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The Role of the Linguistic Competence and the Cultural Context of
the Representation of Time Among Moroccan and French Children

Benaissa ZARHBOUCH Bertrand TROADEC
Department of Psychology Department of Psychology
Faculty of Letters and Humanities University of Toulouse-Le Mirail
Dhar El Mehraz , Fez - Morocco Toulouse - France

Abstract

The study deals with the role of both the linguistic competence and the cultural context of
the coordination styles between sensory-motor and cognitive actions within a framework of child
mental and real representation of time. We have touched upon the issue from two differents angles:
(i) from a theoretical perspective, we have sought to determine the significance of the concept
of ‘time’ in physical, psychological and neurological researches, bearing in mind the linguistic
and cultural variations in mental and real representation of the notion of time, in terms of its
representation on the virtual time axis; (ii) from an empirical point-of-view, a sample of Moroccan
and French children was chosen with the aim to investigate the relationship between the linguistic
competence and the direction of the virtual time arrow in different cultural contexts. The results
showed that: (a) bilingual children show more cognitive flexibility than monolinguals do; (b) the
effect of bilingualism on the direction of the virtual time arrow is universal, and the effect of the
used languages on the bilingual in this respect is a cultural matter.
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