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Abstract

The aim of this study was to evaluate a sample of Al-Ain, UAE elementary grade teachers’
knowledge and skills in the methods of teaching reading. Two instruments were designed by the
researchers for the purpose of the study: one to measure teachers’ knowledge and the other to
measure teachers’ skills in the teaching methods of Arabic reading. Validity and reliability of both
instruments were obtained. Results of the study revealed that teachers were more knowledgeable
with the whole approach as opposed to the analytical approach. Also, results indicated that teachers
with more years of experience tend to have more knowledge and skills about the analytical approach
(phonics) as opposed to teachers with less experience.

Some recommendations were drawn as how to make use of the program of the pre and in-
service training of the teachers, specifically in the use of the analytical approach.
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