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Motives for students enrolling in postgraduate programs in Palestinian universities
from the point of view of the students themselves (Students of the Arab American

University - case study)

Abstract

The aim of this research is to clarify the motives for students to enroll in graduate programs in
Palestinian universities from the point of view of the students themselves. One university has
been used to study this subject as a case study from the rest of the other Palestinian universities,
which is the Arab American University located in the east of the city of Ramallah. The
descriptive analytical approach and the social survey method, and the research community
consisted of graduate students at the mentioned university, and a sample of them with a value of
48 items was taken, and the researcher used the questionnaire tool to collect information, and the
research reached many results, the most important of which was that the majority of graduate
students are from Males, middle-aged, with little and medium practical experience equally, and
with humanitarian and applied specializations, with a small increase in humanitarian
specializations compared to others, and that the majority of them are non-working. It was also
found that the students’ motives for enrolling in postgraduate programs came for financial
reasons, obtaining a social status, developmental/scientific reasons, holding a suitable job,
mobilizing leisure time, political or other subjective reasons, traditional motives for others,
emigration abroad, and the proximity of postgraduate programs. And a free scholarship, and it
was also found that the types of graduate programs are literary programs, humanitarian
programs, medical programs, engineering programs, technical programs, legal programs,
political programs, social programs, commercial/financial programs, and development/extension
programs. It was also found that there is a direct relationship between the motives associated
with enrolling in graduate programs and the quality of the graduate studies programs themselves.
At the end of this research, the researcher made a number of recommendations, the most
important of which was the need for balance in the opening of graduate studies programs
between human and applied disciplines, and the preference of the national interest over the profit
interest by educational institutions that open some disciplines with the aim of achieving financial

profit without others.
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