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Abstract

This study examined the relationship between shifting and repetitive behaviors in
autism. We tried to reveal the differences in performance of this function between an autistic
group and control groups, by wondering if there is a correlation between the components of
shifting and repetitive behaviors. It assumes that people with autism score poorly on tests for
this function. It also supposes a correlation between shifting and these behaviors in autistic
children.

In order to verify these hypotheses, we used the Wisconsin Card Sorting Test and the
stereotypical and repetitive behavior scale. These tools were applied to a sample made up of
one hundred (100) children, aged 8 to 11, divided into two groups : an autistic group
comprising fifty (50) children and a control group comprising fifty (50) normal development
students. . We also relied on certain descriptive and inferential statistical methods, and we

used the social statistics program (SPSS), to process and analyze the data from the field study.

The results of this study confirm the existence of a difference in the execution of the
tasks of shifting function between the group "autism™ and the group "non-autism". The most
important results indicated the existence of a strong and negative correlation between the
variable of repetitive behaviors and the variable of shifting. Finally, these results are discussed
in the light of other studies.

Keywords : Autism Spectrum Disorders, executive dysfuntion, shifting, Restricted

and repetitive behaviors.
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