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The Stereotypical Image of the Arab Character in Western Animated
Films

Dr. Mohamed Mohamed Ghaleb'
Department of Graphic Design, Faculty of Arts, Zarqa University, Jordan.
Abstract: Television is one of the mediums that contribute to the fields of education and sociology and it has
an impact on mood, behavior and habits of the viewer especially children that watch it two to three hours on a

daily basis. It is also an essential cultural communication channel for the child through animated cartoons
with all its music , images and stunning colors that the child watches. It also helps unload the pulses saved in
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his imagination as well as affects the child directly, and reflects that in his daily behavior with the whole
family concerning principles, ethics and ideology as well as all aspects of life, which helps —in many cases- to
distort and change the Arab culture and identity. The cartoons that are offensive to Arabs and their image are
considered of the most dangerous propagandas for a long time against Arabs, and serve the methodologies of
Zionism, because it’s directed towards children and teenagers that establishes the foundation of their
consciousness and negatively affects the image of Arabs and spreads the concept of violence, aggression, fear,
disrespect, inappreciation and indifference that is a result of bad behavior from the oil lords, jealousy,
selfishness, dependence and bad values such as love of sex which is seen as morally unacceptable by
universal standards. Depicting the Western model, especially that of the U.S. as an intelligent and (Super
Man) that solves all the problems with both mind and power, the danger lies in the massive availability of
these films in the Arab video stores, which are also presented on television. This study is also built upon some
of these cartoon films and episodes that meet the requirements of the hatred discourse. This has also found a
place in the cinema field that will help workers in the cartoons industry benefit from the results of this
research which will lead to understanding the way of dealing with this problem in and outside the Arab
society, and therefore limiting its spread and holding against it. The western cartoons’ cinema —especially
the American- has declared war on the Arab image through false information and objectives of the conspiracy
to mobilize sympathy with U.S. foreign policy especially in the periods of reformation of the intellectual level
of children which is known as “smear campaign”, that the cinema has become a weapon that fights its wars
on more than one frontier. So, if you see an evil Arab in a cinema film, you will see that person all over the
world! So this image distorts every relevant evil aspect, and this cinema has accompanied us throughout more
than a hundred years, and it has become clearer to Arabs and makes Islam evil, a 9/11, that Arabs have to be
responsible for —from an American point of view. So, this has always been our image, that we are monsters,
mercenaries, barbarians and idiots that are running after materialistics and are obsessed with sex, deprived
and terrorists. America’s message to the children starts cunningly when it decides to target children, taking
advantage of the popularity of the films with a new strategy, and mostly, cartoons.

"Previously: Graphic Department, Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Helwan, Egypt.
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[8] www.Cartoon of an Arabic man. com2009.

[9] www.Reel Bad Arabs: Arabs in Hollywood
Films.com2006.

[10] www. The Bible
Dreamworks.com2008

[11] Christian Blauvelt2009 - Aladdin, Al-
Qaeda, and Arabs in U.S. film and TV
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6. http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0103639
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