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“Kindergarten Teachers’ Leadership Behavior Patterns and their
Relationship with Children’s Application of Problem-Solving Skill”

Researchers:

Prof. Dr. Manal Ibrahim Medini Kholoud Taha Softa

Abstract:

The study aimed to reveal the relationship between the teacher's leadership behavior patterns (authoritarian and democratic)
and the child's application of problem-solving skill. The researcher used the descriptive analytical approach to describe the
phenomenon, explain it, and understand the links and relationships between the variables. The study sample consisted of two
kindergarten teachers who were intentionally selected so that each teacher represented one leadership behavior pattern. The
sample also consisted of (40) of their children (5-6) years old who were randomly selected from government kindergartens
in Jeddah. To achieve the study objectives, the researchers applied the leadership behavior pattern observation card to the
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teachers. They also applied the illustrated problem-solving scale for children (5-6) years old to the children. The quantitative
data were analyzed using several statistical methods, including the SPSS program, and the Kruskal test for variance analysis
was applied to measure the relationship between the different sample groups and the study problems. The study reached
several results, most notably: the existence of a statistically significant relationship between the teacher's authoritarian
leadership behavior pattern and the child's application of the problem-solving skill at a significance level of (0.05), and the
existence of a statistically significant relationship between the democratic leadership behavior pattern and the child's
application of the problem-solving skill at a significance level of (0.05). Considering the results, the researcher recommends
the following: Shedding light on the leadership behavior patterns of kindergarten teachers and preparing training courses to
identify their nature and their impact on children and the teacher's efficiency. She also recommended providing activities that
allow the child to apply the problem-solving skill during different periods of the day.

Keywords: Leadership behavior patterns, kindergarten teacher, Problem-solving skill.
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