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“The impact of applying the three-semester methodology on the
academic achievement of students at King Abdulaziz University in
Jeddah for the academic year 1444 AH”

Survey study

Researcher preparation: supervised by Dr:

Fahd Abdel Hafeez Bashawari. Osama Mijled

King Abdulaziz University/College of Economics and Administration/Department of Public
Administration

The Introduction

There has been a lot of talk recently about the implementation of the three-semester system in educational
institutions in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia at the public and university levels. With the imminent implementation
of the three-semester system, many students have wondered about the mechanism of applying the system to them
and how the plan will be transferred from the old system to the new system. Which led to increased anxiety among
students. In the 1950s, the two scientists Freud and Moore found that anxiety has several faces, including this
anxiety related to education, because education is considered one of the foundations of human life in the
contemporary time and the future of students depends on it. Some studies in the recent period have revealed the
low level of academic achievement of students resulting from psychological pressure. The university stage is
considered one of the most important stages of education because it is based on the elite of society’s young men
and women, and through them the state’s civilization is established. Therefore, it is necessary to pay attention to
the environment surrounding them and motivate them to show their potential (Zakaria. Muhammad. 2003). (Al-
Anazi. 1245) said, “Continuous exposure to pressure, especially at its severe level, can lead to confusion in life,
inability to make decisions, and lack of interaction with others.” The spread of symptoms of physical illness and
other aspects of dysfunction.” Academic achievement is considered an important turning point in students’ lives
and what they can obtain in the labor market (Jadallah. 1998), as universities and their degrees have power and
influence. Graduates of prestigious universities such as Harvard University in the United States of America,
Oxford University in the United Kingdom, and Columbia University in the United States the American University
and King Abdulaziz University in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and other ancient and prestigious universities are
incomparable to graduates from other universities. It is worth noting that King Abdulaziz University is considered
the strongest university in the Middle East according to the (QS) classification for the year 2023 (Al-
Adwani.2022) and the three-semester decision has been implemented. In the sister country of the United Arab
Emirates since 2010 (Al-Sibai. Wajih, 2010), the researcher touched on the fears and anxiety of students regarding
the effects of this methodology on them and on their academic achievement, as well as on their personal and
social lives. Hence, the idea occurred to the researcher to conduct this research and conduct a survey study on the
expected impact. To apply the three-semester methodology to students at King Abdulaziz University in Jeddah

in the year 1444.
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