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“Promoting Community Engagement in Education in Abu Dhabi during COVID- 19 Pandemic”

Abstract:

Community participation in disasters and crises is an essential channel for managing the crisis, or at least minimizing its
devastating impact on the health, economy, psyche, and society of citizens by developing disaster and crisis management
plans and strategies.

The importance of community engagement in education during disasters and crises, when circumstances force
extraordinary measures and non-traditional steps that will succeed or achieve their goal only with effective and conscious
participation of citizens and members of society of all kinds.

Like any other country, the UAE faced various challenges arising from the sudden shift to online education, which has
become a mandatory medium of instruction and learning where all students, teachers and parents have no choice but to do
so. The role of society in continuing the educational process and supporting education is therefore inevitable. As students
learn at home outside of school, parents participate in the educational process even when their children attend classes. All
parties then have more responsibilities, so participation and cooperation are necessary. These issues have not been
extensively addressed in Arab scholarly research.

The research discusses the important role of community engagement in education during disasters and crises, especially
during the pandemic COVID -19, and reviews the influential initiatives undertaken by different countries to support
education during the pandemic period, especially the efforts of the UAE society for the continuation of education and its
quality assurance. The study can be considered as a basis for many other studies and initiatives that can be considered as a
reference for community involvement in the education sector.

Keywords: COVID-19 pandemic, Community participation, Distance education, United Arab Emirates.
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