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Abstract: Linguistic proficiency cannot be found in the mind of a student who merely skims

through texts, nor can it be attained by cursory browsing, nor does it become part of him through
wishful thinking, nor can it be achieved through laziness. Rather, it can only be attained by those who
roll up their sleeves and work hard, who withdraw from their families and tighten their belts, and
who must return to books of literature, grammar, rhetoric, and dictionaries morning and evening,
and who finds no room for laziness, and who does not taste the sweetness of idleness. With patience
and perseverance in the sanctuary of continuous reading in this art, and by continuing to study and
practise in the books of those who are knowledgeable in this field, and by attending the gatherings of
those who have mastered it, he will hopefully one day become one of the masters of linguistic
proficiency. As for those who are idle, basking in the shade of comfort and indulging in the pleasures
of life, let them know that they are deceiving themselves with false hopes and illusions, He should not
hope to live long in this knowledge, for this knowledge does not give the student pure wisdom until it
gives him pure longing and love, nor does it present him with its jewels and pearls until it influences
his desires and pleasures, nor does it reveal to him the secret of its treasures until he spends his most
precious wealth in its pursuit.
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