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Developmental approach to the term learning difficulties as a
category of people with special needs
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Abstract:

The concept of learning difficulties in the medical field began at
the hands of doctors, as they attributed it to brain injuries, and then
was interpreted at a later stage as being related to nerve injuries, and
these explanations lasted about four decades. In the middle of the
twentieth century, it began to be interpreted as the result of
environmental and educational factors. Treatments were provided
for people with learning difficulties such as developing cognitive
skills. As for the term learning difficulties, it began to appear
between 1930 - 1960, and the actual appearance was in 1963 at the
hands of Kirk, and from there, the definitions varied between
comprehensive, medical, and educational.

Key words: developmental approach, learning difficulties, people
with special needs.
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