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Abstract

The current study aimed to identify the role of primary school
employees in the early detection of violence against children and to
identify the role of the school in protecting and supporting the abused
child, it also aimed to identify the reality of organizational procedures
that regulate the relationship between the school and those related to the
protection and support of the abused children. In addition, the study
aimed to determine whether there are differences between the average
responses of the study population towards the primary school’s role in
protecting the abused child according to the variables of (qualification,
number of years of experience, current work), then the study is going to
present a suggested proposal of the school’s role in protecting abused
children. The descriptive survey approach was used. In the study, the
researcher used three tools like (the questionnaire, the interview, the
focus groups). After confirming the validity and reliability of the tools,
the questionnaire was applied to a stratified random sample consisting of
(892) school leaders, teachers, social workers and pioneers of student
activity in government primary schools for boys in Riyadh, the interview
was applied to a random cluster sample consisting of (30) leaders of
government primary schools for boys in Riyadh. The focus groups were
used to collect information about the role of primary schools in protecting
abused children through structured discussion sessions with (8) focal

groups of the elementary school staff.
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Among the most prominent results were the following: There is
an average degree of approval among the study population on the role of
primary school in the early detection of cases of violence against
children, school leaders have recognized the role of primary school in the
early detection of cases of violence against children. There is a high
degree of approval among the study population on the role of the primary
school in assisting the abused children. The school leaders recognized the
role of primary schools in helping the abused children. There is a high
degree of agreement among the study population on the organizational
procedures of the relationship between the primary school and the
institutions concerned with protecting and supporting the abused
children. School leaders highly agree on those organizational procedures.
It was found that there were differences between the averages of the
study population responses on both (the role of the primary school in the
early detection of cases of violence against abused children and the
organizational procedures of the relationship between primary school
and the institutions concerned with the protection and support of a abused
child) as per the difference in the educational qualification variable in
favor of the study population whose scientific qualification is just a
school diploma. It was found that there are differences between the
averages of the study population responses concerning the primary
school’s role in assisting the abused children as per differences in the
variable of years of experience in favor of the participants with (30) years
of experience or more. It was found that there are differences between the
averages responses of the study population concerning (the primary
school’s role in the early detection of cases of violence directed against
Children, the role of primary school in helping abused children and the
organizational procedures of the relationship between the primary school
and the institutions concerned with the protection and support of the
abused children) according to the variable of current work, in favor of the
school leaders.
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In light of these results, some recommendations were
made, including:

- Applying the proposed vision and studying its feasibility

- Preparing an organizational and procedural guide to protect abused
children in schools. This guide organizes the work of the school staff
in relation to the assistance and transfer of the abused children to
reduce the chances of individual opinion.

- Preparing an electronic application to protect the abused children, this
contributes to communicating the suffering of the abused children to
the authorities concerned with child protection.

- Giving the school social worker an intensive training course on the
early detection of abused children, how to help them and the
mechanism of dealing with them. The social worker must transfer the
training course to his schoolmates.

- Making schools submit plans to protect abused children at the beginning
of each semester.

- Holding training courses and workshops to educate the primary schools
employees on the early detection of the abused children, how to help
them and the procedures of dealing with those children inside schools.

Keywords: primary school - protection - abused child
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