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Abstract:

During the period from 1948 to 1979, the South Korean
government has paid greater attention to funding primary
education. Afterwards, the following two decades has witnessed the
South Korean government paying more attention to funding lower
secondary education. In other words, during the second half of the
20" century, the South Korean governmental attention was focused
on building more primary and lower secondary schools in rural and
remote areas. The pre-university education has always been a high
priority among items of governmental expenditure. Statistics show
that South Korea has allocated 7.6% of her GDP in 2008, and 5.4%
of her GDP in 2016 for funding education. The budget of the South
Korean Ministry of Education constituted a high share of the
government’s total budget as it was 20.4% of this overall state
budget in 2000, declining a little bit to become 16.4% of the
government’s total budget in 2016, before increasing to a level of
18.2% of the government’s total budget in 2017. Another
distinctive feature of school funding in South Korea is the
dominance of current expenditure of the pre-university finance in
2014. Analyzing the statistics of the OECD, shows that current
expenditure on primary education, lower secondary education and
upper secondary education in South Korea have represented 88%,
90%, and 89% of all expenditures on such educational levels
respectively in 2014. Meanwhile, capital expenditure on primary
education, lower secondary education and upper secondary
education in South Korea have represented 12%, 10%, and 11% of
all expenditures on such educational levels respectively in the same
year. As for per-student annual expenditure on the primary school
student, it was U.S. $ 11702 compared to U.S. $ 13579 for the
student in upper secondary education in 2017. Thus, annual
expenditure on the primary school student in South Korea was in
the 8" rank among 36 state members of the OECD. Similarly,
annual expenditure on the secondary school student in South Korea
was in the 8" rank among 37 state members of the OECD. In
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addition, per-student expenditure in all school levels from primary
education to post-secondary education in South Korea was U.S. $
12704 in 2017. A fourth distinctive characteristic of school funding
in South Korea, is that teachers’ and administrators’ salaries
constitute the highest portion of current expenditure on pre-
university and tertiary education. In 2017, the South Korean
Government allocated 71% and 61% of its current educational
expenditures to fund the salaries of school teachers/academic staff
and administrators at pre-university education and tertiary
education respectively. As a result of such effective school funding
policies gross enrollment ratios at the general academic and
vocational secondary schools peaked to 99.7% in South Korea. As
for the net enrollment ratios at the general academic and vocational
secondary schools, they were 87%, 85%, 84%, and 84% in 2005,
2010, 2016, and 2018 respectively.

The current piece of research has recommended the
implementation of the following suggestions: Increasing the budget
of pre-university education in Egypt to become 8% of GDP, raising
the annual per-student expenditure to become L.E. 20000 and to be
in proportionate to the value of the Egyptian Pound and the level of
inflation which reached 30% in 2017, diversifying the sources of
financing pre-university education, encouraging people’s and
NGOs’ contributions allocated to building and maintaining schools,
organizing initial public offering (crowd funding) for building
12000 public schools within one year, increasing the capital
expenditure allocated for funding pre-university education in
Egypt, multiplying the current expenditure designated for buying
materials, equipping science labs, modernizing computer labs, and
updating ateliers, machinery, and mills inside schools, raising the
governmental budget allocated for financing primary and lower
secondary schools, building more schools in the slums, and regions
deprived from educational services, exempting private schools
operating inside the poorer areas and shanty-towns from taxes,
allocating more public funds for schools located inside blighted
areas, increasing the number of teachers working inside such under-
funded schools, providing monthly salaries to poor students
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conditional upon their continuity in learning in schools, reducing
the ratios of repetition and drop-out from primary and lower
secondary schools, raising the quality of education in public
schools in all pre-university levels, improving the quality of
education in public kindergartens, signing treaties with foreign
countries for exempting Egypt from repaying some of her debts in
return for allocating such financial amounts to build more schools
in the slums and upper-Egypt, revising the laws in order to offer
Egyptians more liberties in utilizing the Islamic endowments and
trusts system to build schools in the poorer areas, implementing the
program-based budget and performance-based budgeting in
allocating funds for the Egyptian Ministry of Education, improving
the quality of principals’ in-service training and teachers’
professional development programs, implementing policies aimed
at reducing poverty levels, and giving priority for human
development policies in social and economic development national
plans, implementing educational reforms to reduce the correlation
between academic achievement and socio-economic status, and
finally improving the quality of education at tertiary education
institutions.

Key Words:

School funding- Pre-university education- South Korea-
Current expenditure on education- Capital expenditure on
education- Per-student expenditure- Horizontal Equity-
Vertical Equity- Diversifying the sources of educational
finance.
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Source: Data for the budget of pre-university education as a percentage
of The government budget for the years 2000, 2005, 2010, 2015, 2016,
and 2017 are taken from: Korean Educational Development Institute.
(2017). 2017 Brief Statistics on Korean Education. Deoksan-myeon,
Chungcheongbuk-do, South Korea: Author. p. 5A. Whereas data for the
budget of pre-university education as a percentage of The government
budget for the years 2018 and 2019 are taken from: Korean Educational
Development Institute. (2019). A Window Into Korean Education.
Deoksan-myeon, Chungcheongbuk-do, South Korea: Author. p. 25.
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Source: The data about the teachers’ salaries with South Korean
Won are taken from: OECD. (2020a). Education At A Glance:
OECD Indicators. Paris, France: OECD Publishing. pp. 450-451.
As for the data about the teachers’ salaries in American US Dollar
are calculated by the researcher himself, where 989.66 Won is
equal to 1 American US Dollar. This currency exchange rate in
January 2019 is mentioned in the following reference: OECD.
(2020a). Education At A Glance: OECD Indicators. Paris, France:
OECD Publishing. p. 454.
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Source: Data for Per-student Expenditure at Primary School,
Secondary School, and Tertiary Education for the year 2013 are
taken from: Korean Educational Development Institute. (2017).
2017 Brief Statistics on Korean Education. Deoksan-myeon,
Chungcheongbuk-do, South Korea: Author. p. 54. Data for Per-
student Expenditure at Pre-primary School, Primary School,
Secondary School, and Tertiary Education for the year 2016 are
taken from: OECD. (2016a). Education Policy Outlook: Korea.
Paris, France: OECD Publishing. p. 21. Data for Per-student
Expenditure at Primary School, Lower Secondary School,
Secondary School, and Tertiary Education for the year 2017 are
taken from: OECD. (2020a). Education At A Glance: OECD
Indicators. Paris, France: OECD Publishing. p. 280.
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