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Abstract 

Charter schools Initiatives in the United States and the 
possible benefits from it in privatizing public education in Saudi 
Arabia 

Much attention has been paid to education in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, through provision of education for all, with the purpose of promoting 
abilities of individuals to be socially effective and productive. However, education, 
as a human endeavor, could not be an efficient practice. Hence, governments, that 
are seeking development, never stop introducing new reforms and initiatives to 
enhance their educational systems. The Saudi government has been spending 
growing amount of resources on education, with no less than a quarter of the 
annual budget devoted to education. However, education possession of such large 
resources has resulted in no better quality. The Saudi educational system was 
ranked late in the 2008 report of the World Bank (2008) for education in the 
Middle East and Northern Africa. Also, Saudi students achieved low marks in the 
TIMSS (Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study) of 2007; Saudi 
Arabia was ranked as the third from below among 49 countries participated in the 
study. Hence, the Saudi educational system is causing much concern, and needs 
more reforming initiatives, and privatization would bring some solutions. In fact, 
the initiative of privatization was already on-take, as His Highness, Custodian of 
the Two Holly Mosques, King Abdullah, since two years, decreed that there should 
to a committee to plan for introducing privatization to improve general education. 
Charter schools in America are public schools operate with the spirit of private 
sector, to improve schools, by being accountable for families and communities, 
introducing the sense of competition in the public schooling system, and 
formulating educational choices that could develop the public school policies. 
Amazingly, charter schools have grown remarkably in number, and spread quickly 
across states of America. Hence, the initiative of charter schools is a timely 
research issue, to assess the applicability of its model. Accordingly, the current 
paper aims to assess how effective has been the privatization model of charter 
schools, and the way to make use of it in privatization of the Saudi general 
education. 
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