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Abstract
Awareness reality of teachers and King Saud University students,
concerning intellectual property rights related to the protection of software

Abdullah AbdulAziz Al-Hadlaq
Associate Professor, Computer Education, College of Education, King Saud
University, Riyadh
Saudi Arabia

The present study aimed to identify the awareness reality of teachers
and King Saud University students , concerning intellectual property rights
related to the protection of software. The results of the study have shown
the prevalence of software piracy and existence of many violations of
intellectual property rights in Saudi Arabia. Teachers and students believe
that the purchase of copies of non-genuine software provides knowledge to
learners at a cheaper price, and it is considered as an exit from the greed of
the original producers and imposing a higher price. And preventing the
abuse of right, and break the monopoly of knowledge which are considered
as justifications in the face of intellectual property protection for computer
software.

Teachers and students view that the eradication of computer software
piracy can not be achieve by imposing laws alone, but to put prices
affordable by companies, so there is a degree of flexibility and a ratio

between potential and standard of living.

Finally, the study finds that despite the efforts towards the protection of
intellectual property with respect to software in Saudi Arabia, but the road
is still long to change, because the matter is not limited to the imposition of
laws here, and there, but also involves, in fact, a deeper cultural respect of
a society still do not have qualms about its members in dealing with pirated
software, without any consideration of the risk of violating intellectual
property rights. So the main reason for the phenomenon of software piracy
and frequent violations of intellectual property rights that exists in Saudi
Arabia are due to the large proportion of students, teachers and all
segments of society may not be aware of the basics of intellectual property
rights systems, in addition to the absence of moral values, and the weakness
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of religious commitment, and the instability of respecting intellectual
property rights in the conscience of the Saudi citizen.

The study also came up with a number of recommendations including
the following:
1. Ongoing awareness of the importance of conservation and protection of
intellectual property rights.
2. Awaken the religious and moral restraint of users of pirated software, as
well as the providers of such programs in the shops.
3. Educating students from an early age to respect the intellectual property
rights and inclusion in their school curriculum.
4. Educating the whole Saudi society, about laws protect the intellectual
property rights, and international agreements and legislation, and penalties
for violations.
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