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A Program for Developing Online Written Discussion Skills and Etiquettes 
 of Prep School First Graders Through Facebook Website 

Dr. Hazem Rashed 

Abstract :  
This study aimed at utilizing the popularity of facebook among new 

generations to develop online written discussion skills and etiquettes of prep 
school first graders. To achieve this aim, the study prepared a list of online 
written discussion skills and a list of online written discussion etiquettes that 
are necessary for these pupils. Based on these two lists, an online written 
discussion program was implemented through a facebook page to develop 
some of these skills and etiquettes. Findings revealed the effectiveness of the 
program in developing these skills because it was attractive and not 
traditional. However, the program was not effective in developing the 
etiquettes because time was not long enough. Using modern communication 
technology in teaching writing was recommended.    
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
 Cook, Leathwood, and Oriogun, 2001; Erickson, 

2010; Harrington, 2009; Hou, Chang, and Sung, 2007 





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


 


Davis and Ewa, 2009; 

Foroutan, Noordin, and Hamzah, 2013; Merrill and Rodriguez, 2006; 
Yuit and Thai, 2010; Zhang, Ring, and Zhang, 2007  


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
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


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
Kent, 2013


Lim and 

Ismail, 2010
White, 

2008

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 
 

  
 

 
  
  
 
 

 

 


 

 
 





Gerbic, 2006 

Asynchronous 





 
 








 
  




 



(ASEP) 
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 
 


 

 


 
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 
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







 
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
Emoticons

 



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



 

 
Vonderwell and Alderman, 2007







 

 
 







Ikpeze, 2009, 36 
 








University 
of Oregon, n.d. 5, 6 
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 
 








Mohamad et al, 2014, 37; Zhang et al, 2007, 624
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 
 –

–
Brescia and Miller, 2005, 390; University of Oregon, n.d. 5, 6 








 
 





Davis 
and Ewa, 2009







 
  

Boling and Beatty, 
2010, 62; Brescia and Miller, 2005, 349, 359; Davis and Ewa, 2009, 

76; University of Oregon, n.d. 2-4; Zhang et al, 2007, 641     
 






 
 


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




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Szczyrbak, 2009, 135











 
 

Arab Social Media Report, 2013






Google+ groups 





Saxena, 2013 
 




 
 


 

 


 
 


 



(ASEP) 


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 



 

 Like


 


Lim and Ismail, 

2010, 73




Links
 




White, 2009







 

Lim and Ismail, 2010



 

Jumaat and Tasir, 2013









 



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٤.. ديسمبر  ..السادس والخمسون العدد 

١٧٩  

Kent, 2013


Blackboard 



 









 

  
 


 





 

  
 




 
 


 

 



 

 


 

                                         
 



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٤.. ديسمبر  ..السادس والخمسون العدد 

١٨٠  


 






 

 


 
 


 

 


 

 
  
  

   
   
  







Eik-Nes, 2005, 253, 254


 
  





 
  

 
   



(ASEP) 
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١٨١  

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  


 
  

 
  

 
  

 
 














 


 

 


 
                                         

 
 
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 



 

 



 

 
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 




 
 











 

 








 
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 

                                         


 


 


 



(ASEP) 
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
 

 






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 
 
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 


 

 
  
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  
  
  
  
  
 
 

 
  
  
  
  
  










 

:
 

 


 
 

r
Z 





Z6.29

4.753.58
2.33
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 0 435 4.75   
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 0 21 2.33  
 0 1326 6.29  

r 
 Z r  

 4.75   
 3.58   

 2.33   
 6.29   
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r


 

 

 


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
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


 


White, 2009Lim and Ismail, 2010
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Kent, 2013
Ritchie, 2012; Zhang, 2007 





 


 

 


 


 
 

 


 
Z 

 
     

     
     




Z



 




 
 

 
 





 

 





(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٤.. ديسمبر  ..السادس والخمسون العدد 

١٩١  




 

 


 
 

 
 


 

 


 
 


 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

- 
 

- 
 

- http://www.shorouknews.com/news/view.aspx?cdate=09082014&i
d=3062700d-257c-4bab-a24e-5dce59f95116 

-       
    


.google.com.eg/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=wehttp://www

b&cd=1&ved=0CbsQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.kau.edu.sa
%2Fnorahomodi%2Ffiles%2F2012%2F03%2Fthe-Effects-of-



(ASEP) 


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١٩٢  

Using-Electronic-Social-Networks-on-Social-
Relationships.pdf&ei=WEU0VKOULsjLPZungYAO&usg=AFQjCNF

7goqJ8D3DKn-3lPIK4FWFc-GRZw 
- 

 
- 

http://www.dar-
alifta.org/Viewstatement.aspx?ID=3060&type=0 

- 


  
- 


  

- 



  

-  
- 

 
-        

      
 

- Arab Social Media Report. 2013. Transforming Education in the Arab 
World: Breaking Barriers in the Age of Social Learning. Retrieved from 
http://www.arabsocialmediareport.com/UserManagement/PDF/ASMR_5_
Report_Final.pdf  

- Boling, E., and J. Beatty. 2010. “Cognitive Apprenticeship in Computer-
Mediated Feedback: Creating a Classroom Environment to Increase 
Feedback and Learning.” Educational Computing Research 43 (1): 47-65. 
doi: 10.2190/EC.43.1.d  

- Brescia, W., and M. Miller. 2005. “Enhancing Graduate Students’ 
Performance as Threaded discussion Learners in a Web-Based Proposal 
Writing Course.” The Quarterly Review of Distance Education 6 (4): 385–
396.  

- Budke, A. 2010. “I Think It's Stupid Is No Argument: Investigating How 
Students Argue in Writing.” Teaching Geography 35 (2): 66-69. 

- Carl von Ossietzky Universitat Oldenburg. n.d. Nonparametric Tests. 
Retrieved from http://www.let.rug.nl/~ heeringa/ statistics/ 
stat03_2013/lect09.pdf 

- Carr, N. 2006. “To Blog Or Not to Blog.” American School Board Journal 
193 (11): 46-47. 

- Cook, J., C. Leathwood, and P. Oriogun. 2001. Monitoring Gender 
Participation and Promoting Critical Debate in an Online Conference. In G. 
Kennedy, M. Keppell, C. McNaught, and T. Petrovic (Eds.), Meeting at the 
Crossroads. Proceedings of the 18th Annual Conference of the Australian 



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٤.. ديسمبر  ..السادس والخمسون العدد 

١٩٣  

Society for Computers in Learning in Tertiary Education (pp. 141-150). 
Melbourne: Biomedical Multimedia Unit, The University of Melbourne. 

- Cottrell, S. 2005. Critical thinking skills: Developing effective analysis and 
argument. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

- Davis, A., and M. Ewa. 2009. “The Joy of Blogging.” Educational 
Leadership 66 (6): 74-77. 

- Eik-Nes, N. 2005. “The E-Mail Edge in Writing.” Paper presented at the 
IADIS International Conference on Cognition and Exploratory Learning in 
Digital Age (CELDA 2005), Porto, Portugal, December 14-16. 

- Erickson, D. 2010. “The Effects of Blogs versus Dialogue Journals on 
Open-Response Writing Scores and Attitudes of Grade Eight Science 
Students”. PhD diss., University of Massachusetts Lowell. 

- Facebook Newsroom .2014. Our Mission. Retrieved from 
http://newsroom.fb.com/company-info/ 

- Foroutan, M., N. Noordin, and M. Hamzah. 2013. “Use of E-mail Dialogue 
Journal in Enhancing Writing Performance.” Asian Social Science 9 (7): 
208-217. doi: 10.5539/ass.v9n7p208 

- Gerbic, P. 2006. “On-campus Students’ Learning in Asynchronous 
Environments.” PhD diss., University of Deakin. 

- Greenfield, K. 2012. “I Feel It is Imperative to State that… Developing 
Pupil Explanation through Web Debates.” Teaching History 148: 52-59. 

- Harrington, L. 2009. “When Teachers Read: How the Writing Project 
Made Me a Lifelong Learner.” California English 15 (2): 13-15. 

- Hou, H., K. Chang, and Y. Sung. 2007. “An Analysis of Peer Assessment 
Online Discussions within a Course that Uses Project-Based Learning”. 
Interactive Learning Environments 15 (3): 237–251. 

- Howard, M. 2011. “Not an Unfeasible Extra.” Science & Children. 49 (4): 
32-35. 

- Ikpeze, C. 2009. “Writing for Real Purpose.” Learning & Leading with 
Technology 36 (7): 36-37. 

- Jumaat, N., and Z. Tasir. 2013. “Students’ Types of Online Interaction 
Through Facebook Discussion.” Procedia- Social and Behavioral sciences 
97: 353-360.   

- Kent, M. 2013. “Changing the Conversation: Facebook as a Venue for 
Online Class Discussion in Higher Education.” MERLOT Journal of 
Online Learning and Teaching 9 (4): 546-565. 

- Lim, T., and J. Ismail. 2010. “The Use of Facebook for Online Discussions 
among Distance Learners.”  Turkish Online Journal of Distance Education-
TOJDE 11 (4): 72-81. 

- Mann, D. 2012, July 10. Unplug the digital classroom. Toronto Star 
(Canada), p. A17. 

- Merrill, M., and M. Rodriguez. 2006. “New Literacies: Technology 
Literacy & Online Writing Conferences.” International Journal of Learning 
12 (5): 293-299. 

- Meyer, K. 2010. “A Study of Online Discourse at The Chronicle of Higher 
Education.” Innov High Educ 35: 143–160. doi: 10.1007/s10755-010-
9138-8 



(ASEP) 



  

  
      

  م٢٠١٤.. ديسمبر  ..السادس والخمسون العدد 

١٩٤  

- Mohamad, A., F. Yusof, and B. Aris. 2014. “Students View on Text Chats 
(CH), Forum Discussion (FR), and Online Learning Interaction (LI).” 
Jurnal Teknologi 69 (1): 31-38 

- Morgan, W., and G. Beaumont. 2003. “A Dialogic Approach to 
Argumentation: Using a Chat Room to Develop Early Adolescent 
Students’ Argumentative Writing.” Journal of Adolescent & Adult 
Literacy 47 (2): 146-157.  

- Ott, R., and M. Longnecker. 2010. An Introduction to Statistical Methods 
and Data Analysis. Belmont: Brooks/Cole, Cengage Learning. 

- Raleigh, D. 2000. “Keys to Facilitating Successful Online Discussions.” 
Teaching with Technology Today 7 (3). Retrieved from 
http://www.uwsa.edu/ ttt/raleigh.htm 

- Saxena, S. 2013. Are Facebook Groups Better Than Other Discussion 
Forums? Retrieved from http://edtechreview.in/e-learning/848-are-
facebook-groups-better-than-discussion-forums   

- Stock, M. 2006. “Blogging to My Advantage.” School Administrator 36 
(5): 10-14 

- Szczyrbak, M. 2009. A Sage on the Stage or a Guide on the Side? On 
Student-Teacher Dialogue in the Web-Enhanced Writing Classroom at the 
Tertiary Level. In M. Kusaik (ED.) Dialogue in Foreign Language 
Education (pp. 127-136). Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Jagiellonskiego: 
Krakow. 

- University of Oregon Teaching Effectiveness Program. n.d. Generating 
and facilitating engaging and effective online discussions. Retrieved from 
http://tep. uoregon.edu/ technology/ blackboard/docs/discussion board. pdf 

- Vallor, S. 2012. "Social Networking and Ethics". The Stanford 
Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Winter 2012 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.). 
Retrieved from http://plato. stanford.edu/ archives/ win2012/entries/ethics-
social-networking 

- Vonderwell, S., and X. Alderman. 2007. “Asynchronous Discussions and 
Assessment in Online Learning.” Journal of Research on Technology in 
Education 39 (3): 309-328 

- White, J. 2008. “The Use of Facebook to Improve Motivation and 
Academic Writing.” Paper presented at the 3rd International Wireless 
Ready Symposium, NUCB Graduate School, Nagoya, Japan, September 
30. 

- Yuit, C., and Y. Thai. 2010. “Encouraging Participation in Public 
Discourse Through Online Writing in ESL Instruction.” 3L The Southeast 
Asian Journal of English Language Studies 16 (2): 115-139. 

- Zhang, T., T. Ring, and W. Zhang. 2007. “Using Online Discussion 
Forums to Assist a Traditional English Class.” International Jl. on E-
Learning 6 (4): 623-643. 

              *******  
 


