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Multiple Intelligences and the Big Five Personality Factors for
University Students

Dr. Mahmoud Ali Ahmad Al-Sayed

ABSTRACT:

This study aimed to ascertain the differences in multiple intelligences
amongst university students and the big five personality factors. It also aimed to
identify the the correlations between the dimensions of multiple intelligence
inventory and the dimensions of the Big Five Personality factors list, and to
ascertain the possibility of predicting the big five personality factors through
multiple intelligences.The study sample consisted of 221 students drawn from the
Faculty of Education, Taibah University, KSA. Students, whose average age was
20.32, werein enrolled in different specializations including Arabic, English and
special needs education.The study made use of two instruments. These are the
Multiple Intelligence Inventory by McKinsey (2000) and the Big Five Personality
Factors by McCrae (1997). Findings of the study indicated the following:

1. Thesocial and natural tyPeS of intelligence are the most commonly used by the
study sample while the least common were the interpersonal and linguistic
types of intelligence.

2. Statistically significant differences were found between the mean scores of
Partlupants in natural intelligence and logical mathematical intelligence in
avour of students of Arabic language.

3. No statidtically significant differences were found between the mean scores of
the three groups of students (special needs, Arabic and English) in the five big
personality factors.

4. Neuroticism was negatively correlated with natural, optical-spatial
intelligences (p<.05), while no correlation could be recorded between neurosis
an(éllpglcal-mathematlcal, interpersonal and kinesthetic, linguistic and social
intelligences.

5. A significant correlation (p.<.05) was found between extraversion and logical
mathematical intelligence, while no correlation was found between
extraverson and types of inteligence, such as natural intelligence,
interpersonal intelligence, kinesthetic intelligence, linguistic intelligence,
social intelligence, and optical- spatial intelligence.

6. No correlations were found between gr)enne_ss to experience and acceptability,
as personality factors, and natural, logical-mathematical, interpersonal,
kinesthetic, linguistic, social and optical-spatial intelligences.

7. A significant correlation (p.<.05) was found between 'conscience awakening,'
as a personality factor, and natural, logical-mathematical and kinesthetic
intelligences. On the other hand, no correlation was found between conscience
awgllf_enmg and intelligence types, such aslinguistic, social and optical-spatial
intelligences.

8. Neuroticism, as a personality factor, is able to predict significantly natural
intelligence, and that neuroticism-free condition contributes to the prediction
of natural intelligence and optical-spatial intelligence. Conscience awakening
_sggllf_lcantly predicts logical-mathematical intelligence and kinesthetic
intelligence.
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