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Adult and Continuing Education: A Comparative Study of Progressive
Philosophy and Islamic Educational Philosophy

Dr.Ahmed Abdul Aziz Fahd Al Sunaidi

Abstract

This research aims to shed light on the concepts of Adult Education and
Continuing Education, the progressive philosophy and its most prominent
features, and the theoretical and practical enrichment it has brought to this
field. Given its comprehensive and broad educational perspective and
responsibility for educating individuals, families, and all societal institutions,
it is considered one of the most influential and renowned educational
philosophies for adult education and continuing education. It views the
learning process as continuous and perpetual throughout life, not ending with
completing stages of study and obtaining certificates. Moreover, it emphasises
the importance of making education accessible regardless of gender, race or
age. Its most significant contribution to adult education and continuing
education has been its focus on the learner, making their needs, desires and
experiences the centre of the educational process. The research then delves
into Islamic Educational Philosophy, its most prominent features and
advantages, which make it a philosophy of particular importance in Adult and
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Continuing Education, such as its inclusiveness, balance, practicality,
continuity, freedom and other essential features of the field. Finally, the
research discusses the main differences between Progressive and Islamic
Educational Philosophies, highlighting several characteristics in which
Islamic Educational Philosophy excels. It is urgent to study, research and
highlight it in the field.
Keywords: Adult Learning, Continuing Learning, Progressive Philosophy,
Islamic Education Philosophy
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