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The effectiveness of electronic mental maps in teaching social studies on
developing reflective thinking among middle school students in the State of
Kuwait.

Dr. Alaa EI-Din Ahmed Abdel-Radi , Dr. Walaa Gomaa Mohamed Ahmed &

Ali Abdul Aziz Ali Habib Al Ghaith
Abstract.

The aim of the current research is to investigate the effectiveness of
electronic mental maps in teaching social studies On the development of
contemplative thinking among sixth-grade students in the intermediate stage
in the State of Kuwait, and the research sample consisted of (60) students from
the sixth-grade students in the intermediate stage in one of the schools in the
State of Kuwait. The current research relied on the descriptive approach in
preparing the theoretical framework for the research, its materials, and tools,
analyzing and interpreting the results, presenting recommendations and
suggestions, and the quasi-experimental approach, which is not limited to
merely describing the phenomena covered by the current research, but rather
studies the variables of this phenomenon, and is based on The basis for
making a deliberate change, under certain conditions, in the factors that can
affect the phenomenon under study: the skills of reflective thinking.The
problem of the current research is identified in the weakness and low
reflective thinking skills of sixth graders in the intermediate stage in the State
of Kuwait. The researcher prepared the following research materials and
tools: List of reflective thinking skills, electronic mental maps for unit topics
(the Arab Gulf countries are developing civilly and politically), student
Worksheets on the selected unit topics, student’s handbook, teacher’s guide,
reflective thinking skills testThe researcher reached the following results - :
There is a statistically significant difference at the level (0.05) between the
mean scores of the students of the two research groups in the post application
of the reflective thinking test as a whole, and its dimensions, in favor of the
experimental group.Blake's gain was generally acceptable in developing
reflective thinking skills -.The size of the effect of the strategy is high in the
reflective thinking skills, that is, the strategy is effective in developing the
reflective thinking skills of sixth graders at the intermediate stage in the State
of Kuwait. Based on the research results, the researcher recommended the
necessity of using the electronic mind mapping strategy in teaching social
studies at the intermediate stage, and training social studies teachers in
middle school schools on how to teach using the electronic mind mapping
strategy, through holding training courses for teachers.

Keywords: electronic mind mapping strategy - teaching social studies -
reflective thinking skills - middle school.
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