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Poetry in school: why is modern Tunisian poetry
dismissed in school curriculums?
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Abstract:

The aim of this research is to determine the reasons behind the lack of presence of modern
Tunisian poetry in most educational curriculums, in both primary and secondary levels, and
its absolute absence in others. We have implemented an inductive/interpretive approach,
starting by studying said curriculum (namely the Arabic language textbooks/ Arabic literature
from the fifth year of primary education to the fourth year of secondary teaching),
subsequently attempting to interpret the marginality of that presence in these works, by
linking it to the educational, aesthetic, academic and political contexts that surrounded its
authorship. From this approach, we concluded that a number of factors could explain, even
partially, this phenomenon. One of its aspects is related to the condition of the educational
system and its pedagogical choices, while another aspect is related to aesthetic/critical
considerations related to the academic institutions’ positions on modernity in general and on
poetic modernity in particular, whereas other aspects go back to the position of the modern
poet in the political system and his complex relationship with power in the various stages of
an independent state. In this respect, we attempted to dismantle the status of the Tunisian
school by criticizing its choices on the subject of the Arabic language, which therefore is a

modest contribution to the effort to reform it.

Keywords: modern Tunisian poetry- school textbooks- interpretation-criticism- authority.
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13-Barthes (Roland), Legon : lecon inaugurale de la chaire de sémiologie littéraire du Collége

de France prononcée le 7 Janvier 1977, éditions du Seuil, coll. Points, 1978.
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