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Cooperative partnership between professionals and families of 
children with special needs In the light of some of the variables   

(field study)  
Dr. Ali  Abdulnabi  Hanafe  
Dr. Safa Rafeque Qaraqish  

King Saud University - Faculty of Education - Department of Special Education  
 

This study aimed to identify the most services provided by 
professionals to families of children with special needs, the most forms of 
communication between families of children with special needs and 
professionals, and disclosure some of the variables associated with diverse 
aspects of cooperative engagement of the parents (fathers - mothers) in 
terms of importance and satisfaction. 

To achieve these objectives the researchers applied The Family-
Professional Partnership Scale (Summers et al.2005) on a sample of (761) 
families (658 fathers, 103 mothers) who had a child with a disability 
(hearing, mental retardation, autism, learning disabilities, multiple 
handicapped, visual disability ), and receive special education services in 
institutions of special education or inclusion programs in the city of Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia.  

This study found that the special education teacher is the most 
specialist who communicate with families of children with special needs, 
the educational service is the most services needed for children and families, 
and records, and reports are the most commonly used forms of 
communication between the family and professionals. Other results confirm 
the importance of collaborative participation among professionals and the 
families of children with severe disabilities such as autism or multiple 
handicapped or mental retardation. 
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